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INTRODUCTION
How could it have been so sunny and yet so cold for the second ST-XR Challenge 
meeting of the season?

Well, that’s Anglesey for you! At least the action on the track was HOT, HOT, HOT for 
the competitors and the views across to Snowdonia were magnificent as always - 
when there was enough of a pause in activities to take in the panoramic vista the 
circuit affords.

In a weekend of thrills and spills there was qualifying plus the opening race on 
Saturday then the Triple Header completed with two more rounds of the series on 
Sunday. It’s fair to say that the drivers did everything they could to see the 
chequered flag even if it meant selecting reverse and crossing the line backwards!
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Mike Blackburn was one of many drivers who 
had been busy since the season got underway 
at Oulton Park 5 weeks previously. A new 
Ashley downpipe had been fitted to his 
exhaust system and the hydraulic followers 
on the engine of his Class B XR3i had been 
replaced. A suspension rebuild was also 
undertaken and, first to leave the Assembly 
Area, he expected to be setting the Coastal 
Circuit alight but it was not to be.
The front of his car was vibrating wildly. The 
issue was so severe that Mike convinced 
himself that one of the wheels had not been 
adequately tightened and pulled into the pits 
after completing 2 flying laps. After 
confirmation that all nuts were correctly 
affixed, Blackburn returned to the fray driving 
as fast as he could despite suffering from 

dreadful understeer. Sixth was the best he 
could manage.
Back in the paddock he discovered the root 
cause of his difficulties. Even on their 
hardest setting, the pistons on his dampers 
could be moved by hand very easily. The 
units were due to be returned to the 
manufactures immediately after the meeting.
Initially, Justin Roberts had been following 
Blackburn. Remembering how fast the Escort 
driver was last year, Roberts was happy to sit 
in his slip-stream although the Class A XR2 
soon overtook when the aforementioned 
handling problems manifested themselves.
Roberts then charged round for half a dozen 
circuits during which time his car was an 
absolute dream to drive enabling him to set 
a  time  as quick  as  the Gods could muster,

several tenths under the lap record pace. 
At this point, he decided to pull into the 
pits to let his steed cool – and no doubt 
do some relaxation himself as well. He 
did venture out again before the end of 
the session but only circulated at the pace 
of a mere mortal!
Second fastest was Mike Heath who had 
traced the engine problems that had 
dogged him at Oulton Park to a faulty 
alternator. More dramas befell him during 
qualifying in Wales when a left rear hub 
failed at the super-fast Church corner 
sending him on a frightening trip into the 
scenery with a wheel departing his Class 
A XR2 in the process. Before this mayhem 
unfolded, Heath had set the second 
fastest time, just under half a second 
slower than Roberts, to push the similar 
XR2 of Steve Poole, the poleman’s team 
mate, down to the second row of the grid 
for the opening race of the weekend 
preventing a hat-trick of front row lock-
outs at the start of the 2018 season for 
CooperPoole Racing.
With the front end of Blackburn’s car 
trying to launch itself into the Irish Sea, 
Class B pole went to Lee Bowron who had 
been busy since Oulton Park transferring 
the salvageable parts from the car his son 
Lewis crashed at Oulton to a bare shell. 
Lee was surprised to be as far up the 
order as fourth because he was struggling 
a little with a down on power motor.
The two XR3i front runners were 
separated by Ali May’s Class A XR2. May 
was happy to be fifth in the classification 
particularly as his engine has a flat spot 
which stubbornly refuses to go away 
despite all of his best efforts.
The remainder of the Top Ten was an all 
Class A XR2 parade. The first of these was 
driven by Lee Shropshire who, on 

reflection, was reasonable pleased with 
seventh although initially he had been 
disappointed because his pit-board was 
displaying a much faster time than the one 
which appeared in the final classification.
Matt Eldridge, meanwhile, was delighted 
with eighth having knocked just over a 
second off his Personal Best around 
Anglesey. Eldridge beat the next man – Will 
Heslop – by the smallest possible margin. 
The timekeepers judged Heslop’s fastest lap 
to be a hundredth slower although out on 
the circuit Will had no idea how he was 
doing because his timing device failed. He 
was happy with his car nonetheless.
Adam Brown felt he could have been higher 
than tenth if he hadn’t elected to fit brand 
new tyres which made his car too “grippy” 
and slowed him down. This something he 
added to his ever-growing knowledge bank.

A lap as good as the
Gods could muster saw
Justin Roberts take pole

Qualifying

LAPOF THE GODS

Kerax Hypedrive ST-XR Challenge: Race Report - Anglesey, 28th/29th April

Page: 4 www.st-xrchallenge.comwww.st-xrchallenge.com Page: 5



Qualifying Statistics

Lewis Bowron had components from the car he crashed at Oulton Park attached to a brand new shell

“I had this much understeer!”
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Faces of the ST-XR Challenge
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Race 1

The two drivers on the front of the grid, Justin 
Roberts and Mike Heath, both made great 
starts and charged round Target side by side. 
This gave Heath the inside line when The 
Banking was reached. On the exit of the 
corner, as he took up station behind the black 
and red Fiesta, Roberts noticed Heath had 
gone into “James Bond mode” as there was 
fuel leaking from his car which made the track 
very slippery in his wake.
Roberts decided he needed to quickly get 
ahead and drove as hard as he could until he 
overtook the leader down the inside the third 
time The Banking was negotiated. The white 
and blue XR2 then pulled away as Heath 

defended from Steve Poole until the pair 
swapped places a couple of circuits later.
With Roberts having worked his tyres so hard 
with his maximum attack approach to taking 
the lead, he was struggling for grip in the 
closing stages. This allowed Poole to close in. 
He really had his hammer down, lapping at 
potentially record setting pace, but his team 
mate held on to take the victory.
Meanwhile, Heath’s race was destined to end 
with retirement in the pit-lane after he 
suffered brake failure at Rocket. A lap before 
this happened, Lee Bowron had demoted Ali 
May to move into a fourth place after abit of a 

struggle as May was driving very well. This 
became the final place on the podium for the 
Class B winner with the demise of the 
brakeless Heath.
May was pushed down the order by both Will 
Heslop and Lee Shropshire as the flat-spot 
on his engine made him easy meat on the 
straights. Heslop got excited as the contest 
unfolded and Bowron grew larger in his 
windscreen causing him to believe third was 
on the cards but then his distributor cap put 
an end to his ambitions. It fell off, forcing 
him to retire in the pits.
Shropshire took over as the Fiesta man 
mostly likely to push the Escort Class winner 

off the podium but the 15 minutes ended 
before he got close enough to make a 
challenge.
Mike Blackburn was unable to threaten 
Bowron for the honour of being the first 
Escort home because he had limped into the 
pit-lane as early as the second circuit after 
heavy contact from Adam Brown’s XR2 at 
Rocket on lap 1 ripped off the bracket that 
attached his steering rack to the bulkhead. 
With inadequate control over the direction in 
which he was heading, there was no way he 
could continue.
Brown was already in the pits due to the 
incident   as   the   mount   that  connects  the 

HEATH’S
HELL

Having shed a wheel in qualifying,
Mike Heath is ahead here at the
start of race 1 before brake
failure put him out.
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suspension strut to the hub had fractured and 
pulled away.
Despite his frustrations with the lump of metal 
under his bonnet May was able to keep out of 
the clutches of Matt Eldridge. The latter 
reported that things “went well” and appeared 
contented with sixth.
Seventh overall was the Class E winner, Tony 
Mumford, who was back in his own car (which 
TSL mistakenly allocated to Class A) after using 
Danny Buxton’s racer at Oulton. The new 
engine, that caused the vehicle swap in 
Cheshire, was still feeling lethargic here in 
Wales – in qualifying Mumford was having to 
modulate the throttle through the flat out 
Church Corner to try to find more get up and 
go from under the bonnet.
As a result of the chaos arising from the 
Blackburn/Brown contretemps at Rocket on the 
opening lap, Mumford had a very sideways 
moment on the dirt and gravrel that had been 
dragged on to the circuit. Tony didn’t know 
how he avoided spinning off. So many cars 
sped by as he was gathering everything 
together that he was third from last when he 
crossed the TSL Timing beam for the first time.
He then battled his way up the order until he 
reached his only rival in Class E this weekend – 
Paul Green. Their fight swung one way and 
then the other with Mumford passing in the 
twisty bits only for his lack of power to allow 
Green to out-drag him on the straights. Finally, 
Mumford overtook at The Banking and then 
“kept his elbows out” until he eked out enough 
of an advantage to secure seventh. The 
defensiveness of his tactics enabled Ryan 
Bowron (second in Class B) to close in to such 
an extent that he was just a couple of tenths 
from taking eighth off Green at the finish. Ryan 
was running out of position due to a lap 1 spin.
Since Oulton Park, when brake failure had 
caused a spectacular exit from race 2 at 

Hislops, Green had to replace the front 
bumper, rear bearings, brake pads, brake 
cylinder and brake shoes on both sides. 
Furthermore, he fitted a new fire extinguisher 
and plumbing during a hectic month in which 
he moved house as well! In his first season of 
racing, Green had been told Anglesey was 
heavy on bearings so he changed the front 
near-side bearing and hub but ran out of time 
to attend to the assembly on the other side – 
this was to prove costly the following day.
Matthew Spencer completed both the overall 
Top Ten and the Class B podium in a car that 
was greatly improved since Oulton after David 

Fairclough had worked his magic on it – a new 
camshaft had been fitted and a previously 
undiagnosed timing issue resolved.
Someone who was just delighted to be out on 
track was eleventh placed Lewis Bowron after 
his crash in the opening round of the season. 
It had taken a great deal of hard work and 
many late nights to provide him with an 
Escort that was in a race-ready condition.
Our sole Class D representative, Chris 
Rowlands, was plagued by understeer during 
qualifying. He was then pumped up to go flat 
out in this race having taken some stick about 
his lack of pace. So focussed was Chris on 

going fast that he failed to notice the 
temperature gauge was well into the red. This 
proved to be a costly error when the blown 
head gasket that the dial was warning him 
about resulted in a DNF. He took no further 
part in the meeting as his ST required a new 
engine.
Jason Hennefer was expecting to start from 
the back of the grid due to gearbox problems 
in qualifying however his Escort, which Jason 
christened “Christine” after the car in the 
Stephen King novel, had other ideas and 
jammed itself in third gear to prevent him 
from leaving the Assembly Area.

Chris Rowlands presses on
chased by Paul Green but
his engine was about to blow
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Race 2

Away from the grid, the all CooperPoole 
Racing front row saw Justin Roberts lead away 
from Steve Poole. He already had an 
advantage of a few car lengths at the exit of 
The Banking but threw it all away when the 
back end of his car broke away at Rocket. He 
completed lap 1 down in sixth.
Meanwhile, there had been further mayhem at 
The Banking when the field scattered after 
Paul Green spun on cold tyres, clipping Ryan 
Bowron as he rolled backwards. With these 
two cars broadside, it was an exciting start to 
the race for those following. 
Roberts had set-up the rear suspension to be 

particularly loose to counter the understeer 
that Anglesey is renowned for but, on 
reflection, he thought he may have gone too 
far.
By the end of the fourth circuit the white and 
blue XR2 was back into the Top Three but 
then he fell foul of Rocket once again. Aside 
from the too aggressive rear end, Justin also 
felt he was over-driving.
With the field more spaced out, Roberts only 
dropped down to fourth even though he was 
6 and a half seconds behind the leader 
compared to 4 following his earlier 
indiscretion. Would he catch Poole out in 

front?
When the last lap board came out, he was still 
3 quarters of a second behind his team mate 
however exiting the Corkscrew for the last 
time Roberts was able to draw alongside into 
the final corner, the Bus Stop. The two Fiestas 
made contact! Poole managed to keep his 
green example under control to take the win. 
This was the first time anyone other than 
Roberts, who had spun round and was facing 
the oncoming Ali May, had been the first to 
see the chequered flag this season.
Roberts hadn’t given up yet… He selected 
reverse gear and flew backwards across the 

line but not before May had nipped past to 
take second – a great result given his engine 
maladies – although third meant Justin 
maintained his 100% record of finishing on 
the podium in 2018.
After the race, Roberts had jangling nerves 
when he was called up to Race Control but 
the Clerk of the Course just wanted to thank 
him personally for the most entertaining race 
finish he had ever seen!
In fourth was Lee Shropshire. Some set-up 
tweaks stiffened his suspension which meant 
he was able to lap 1.5 seconds faster than 
last year at Anglesey.

HOT AND
BOTHERED

Forgetting to turn on his
engine fan probably cost
Lee Bowron his second
Class B win of the weekend
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After their dramas in race 1 on Saturday, the 
two Mikes – Heath and Blackburn – had been 
busy making repairs along with Adam Brown 
who was grateful to receive massive help from 
his dad (Paul Brown at Fives Garage) as the 
damage inflicted on his suspension strut the 
previous day was fixed.
Heath had headed home to England in an 
attempt to return his Fiesta to full working 
order – particularly with regards to a faulty 
brake servo. He completed the nearly 300 mile 
round trip in time to take his place at the back 
of the grid following his unscheduled exit 
from Saturday’s opener.
With regards to Blackburn, he laboured for 
several hours effecting a temporary repair to 
his steering system with self-tappers and a 
couple of bolts through the bulkhead. Mike 
feared he was going to sustain more damage 
at the start of race 2 when the Green/Bowron 
incident forced him onto the grass!
Brown, Heath and Blackburn all charged up the 
order during the course of the 15 minutes. 
Brown’s progress was epic, he was up to sixth 
by the end of lap 4 but then his exhaust 
system decided to part company with his car 
and ultimately forced his retirement.
Despite his brakes not being 100% to his 
liking, Heath took the flag in fifth while 
Blackburn finished two places further back. 
Initially he had been glued to Heath’s bumper 
as they worked their way through the traffic 
but when Ryan Bowron rejoined from the pits 
having been given the black and orange flag 
due to the damage sustained to his rear 
suspension and quarter panel in the lap 1 
clash, Blackburn was unsure whether or not he 
was racing him for position. The resulting 
hesitation meant he lost a few seconds.
Following this delay, Blackburn decided to 
bring his Escort home safe and sound in 
seventh overall especially after the handling 
began to deteriorate – it was later discovered 

this was due to the steering rack coming 
loose again. Mike’s cautious approach was a 
wise move because he was leading Class B 
after the previous day’s winner of that 
category, Lee Bowron, had a lengthy pit-
stop to cool his engine. This was necessary 
because he had forgotten to switch the fan 
on – he was delighted to report that, thanks 
to Dave Fairclough’s engine-building skills, 
no lasting damage was inflicted although it 
took the temperature gauge so long to come 
out of the danger zone he was unclassified 
in the final results.
Taking the flag between Heath and 
Blackburn was Matt Eldridge who had two 
reasons to be cheerful! Firstly, he had 
missed all the carnage on the opening lap 
and, secondly, he managed to knock a 
couple of seconds off his best time around 
Anglesey.
Having challenged for the podium the day 

before until his distributor cap came off, Will 
Heslop was frustrated not to have as much 
power from his engine once the replacement 
part had been fitted – eighth was the best he 
could manage.
Tony Mumford was another seeking more 
horses under his bonnet. Since the erratic 
behaviour of his motor hampered his 
progress in race 1 Tony enlisted the help of 
Dave Fairclough to check the float levels in 
his carburettor – although not ideal, the Ford 
guru believed they should be ok. 
Nonetheless, the component was replaced 
with an example borrowed from Steve Poole. 
Initially, this seemed to have solved the 
problem but when the engine was tested 
again an hour later, it was spluttering above 
4,000 rpm so the original carburettor was 
re-installed.
Mumford was relieved to miss the first lap 
fun and games at The Banking – he watched 

them unfold in his mirrors – but as the 15 
minutes counted down, a lack of grunt on the 
run up to Rocket made him vulnerable to his 
pursuers and ninth was his eventual finishing 
position. The Class E spoils went to him as the 
off-side front wheel bearing that Paul Green 
didn’t have time to replace failed on lap 11.
For much of the contest, Matthew Spencer 
appeared destined to take the final place in 
the Top Ten but on the last lap his engine 
began to splutter – his rueful father later 
admitted that he hadn’t put enough fuel in the 
tank! Lewis Bowron, who had been reeling in 
his rival for the runner-up place in Class B, 
took advantage to nip ahead at Target.
Twelfth was Jason Hennefer who had repaired 
the gear linkage that had prevent him from 
starting the opening encounter of the 
weekend while Ryan Bowron completed the 
classified finishers after his brief pit-stop at 
the behest of the stewards.

Jason Hennefer repaired the
gear linkage on “Christine” so
that he made it out of the
Assembly Area for this race
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Race 2 StatisticsSteve Poole took his first win of the season despite a determined challenge from Justin Roberts
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Race 3

After race 2 was far more exciting than he 
wished, Justin Roberts opted for a more 
conservative set-up for the final encounter of 
the weekend. He also consciously warmed up 
his rear tyres as much as possible en route to 
the grid to avoid too much sideways action.
His strategy worked as the grip at the rear of 
the car provided the confidence to push really 
hard to establish an advantage in the opening 
stages and after 10 circuits he was 3.4 
seconds ahead of his pursuers.
A problem when changing from second to 
third gear developed shortly after this point 
but thanks to the gap he had built up, he was 

able to nurse his car home to take his fourth 
win from the 5 races so far this season.
Initially, Mike Heath was the closest 
challenger to Roberts but on lap 3 he 
disappeared out of view of the pit-lane crowd 
side by side with Steve Poole as they exited 
the left hand element of the Rocket complex. 
The duo reappeared still door handle to door 
handle over the brow before the swoop down 
to The Corkscrew before Poole moved ahead.
Despite still being troubled by braking issues, 
Heath refused to allow Poole to get away and 
regained the runner-up position with 5 laps 
remaining (also at The Corkscrew). He kept 

that place until the end. After such a 
traumatic weekend Heath’s partner, Claire 
Morris, reported “To say Mike was over the 
moon with the result is an understatement!” 
The team hopes they have seen the last of the 
gremlins for this season!
Despite his ongoing engine maladies, Ali May 
came home a safe fourth aided by the fact 
that Will Heslop – who was also down on 
power having changed his distributor cap 
earlier in the weekend – had to fight a 
rearguard action to fend off the advances of 
Lee Shropshire who was disappointed that he 
had got too much wheelspin away from the 

line. Shropshire finally moved through at 
Church to claim fifth having got a good run 
out of The Banking. He couldn’t make any 
inroads to mount a challenge on May 
however as both were lapping at a similar 
pace.
Having improvised the second version of his 
steering rack mounting after race 2, Mike 
Blackburn once again hit trouble the first 
time he negotiated The Banking. On this 
occasion, even though he took the outside 
line in the hope of giving everyone plenty of 
room, he was nudged into a spin and another 
charge up the order from the back of the 
pack was required.

FUN FOR ALL

Paul Green (67), Ryan Bowron (67) and Matt Spencer (86)
demonstrate thrilling racing is enjoyed throughout the field
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With an engine running really strongly and a 
car that was reasonably well balanced – but 
lacking in overall grip – Blackburn was almost 
able to deprive Shropshire of fifth at Rocket 
but when the Fiesta man fought back the Class 
B Escort XR3i winner elect decided to let his 
head rule his heart and come home a safe 
sixth overall.
Given that his engine was off-song, Heslop 
was more than happy to just hold on to 
seventh by a couple of tenths from Lee Bowron 
who had been delayed when Blackburn gyrated 
right in front of him just after the start. The 
two Escorts had a really good battle but 
eventually Blackburn had more pace in his 
sweet handling car and pulled away.
Another involved in the lap 1 chaos at The 
Banking was Matt Eldridge who collided with 
Blackburn. Adam Brown also reported a close 
encounter with Eldridge having once again 
charged up the order from the back of the grid 
following his exhaust falling off in race 2. The 
contact caused him to spin after which he was 
unable to select gears. Eldridge soldiered on 
despite his battered car to be classified eighth 
at the end of what he regarded as a great 
weekend of motor sport. Brown’s battle scars 
were more performance sapping and he was 
classified twelfth.
Lewis Bowron completed his best ever race 
meeting by rounding out the Top Ten after 
getting a run on Paul Green down the back 
straight and diving down his inside at Rocket 
on lap 5. Green’s little Fiesta then had the 
Escorts of Ryan Bowron and Matthew Spencer 
swarming all over him.
This thrilling dice towards the back of the field 
concluded in the closing stages when R. 
Bowron launched himself up the inside of 
Green going into Rocket. Unfortunately, Green 
was committed to the left hand element. 
Before he reached the apex the XR3i had 
slammed into the passenger door.

The impact caused a wheel bearing to fail on 
R. Bowron’s car and, with 3 wheels on his 
wagon, he had to retire. Spencer also DNFed 
with a broken throttle cable – some of his 
body panels had also been redesigned as a 
result of contact in the 3-way squabble. 
Therefore, Green was classified eleventh 
overall with the near-side of his car shaped 
like a banana and the sole finisher in Class E 

after Tony Mumford pulled off on the unused 
section of track that is part of the School 
Circuit.
Mumford had a great start and gained a few 
places but his sick engine enabled him to be 
easily picked off once again. Despite this, he 
was holding a reasonably competitive seventh 
overall but when his power unit began to 

cough and splutter meaning he had no drive, 
he decided to park up.
Our final car homef had a frustrated Jason 
Hennefer at wheel. For three-quarters of the 
contest his down-on-power engine was 
running on only 3 of its 4 cylinders for two-
thirds of the lap. He thought the issue was 
related to the fuel system.

Lee Shropshire held off Mike
Blackburn to claim fifth
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Race 3 StatisticsTo the winner - Justin Roberts - the spoils.. and a kiss for his car!
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