
Race Report
Season 2019 - Issue 1: Oulton Park, 13th April

NEW DAWN
2019 begins with
maiden wins for
Brown & Heslop



Kerax Hypedrive ST-XR Challenge: Race Report - Oulton Park, 13th April

Page: 2

CONTENTS
Page

DATA
&

CREDITS

Meeting Type: Double Header
Circuit: Oulton Park

(2.692 miles)

ST-XR Challenge: Rounds 1 & 2

Organising Club: BRSCC

Sponsors: Hyperdirve, Yokohama, 
Demon Tweeks, Polybrush, MPH 
Clothing, Crown Windows & Home 
Improvements, Dragoncraft, Automech, 
KLM Consultoncy

Championship Co-Ordinators:
Dave Fairclough: 07889 912680
Ken Mellor: 07831 123445

Words, Editing & Production:
David “Fasttoes” Williams
www.gramtext.co.uk

Copyright on Pictures:
Bourne Photographic

INTRODUCTION
The Hyperdrive ST-XR Challenge family was re-united after the Winter off-season 
when our first race meeting of 2019 took place at Oulton Park on 13th April where 
there was a sense of the dawn of a new era as two drivers took their first victories in 
our Championship.

It was great to see so many new faces – and quite a few new cars – around the 
paddock. The frantic competition throughout the field bodes well for another great 
year for the series.

The day featured quite a compact schedule with qualifying and two races taking 
place in the space of 4 hours keeping everyone on their toes. With the Island 
configuration of Oulton Park in operation, there was plenty of late braking at the 
tight hairpin.
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Having got faster throughout his debut 
season last year, it was no surprise to see 
Adam Brown claim pole position for the first 
of the day’s 2 races. Since the end of his 
2018 campaign, Adam and his Dad had been 
tweaking the suspension on the AC Valve 
Alliance-sponsored Class A Fiesta XR2 at the 
family enterprise – Fives Garage in Cannock – 
while GDM Coolers supplied a new radiator.
These changes meant Brown headed into 
qualifying brimming with confidence and this 
proved to be well-founded as his best lap 
was 6 tenths faster than anyone else could 
manage.
Will Heslop had also tweaked his suspension 
over the Winter but there hadn’t been time to 
test the changes thus he was venturing into 
the unknown when he went out to qualify. He 
was “chuffed” to be third fastest.

Greg Speight circulated with Heslop and so 
he thought he must be on the pace not 
realising the similarly mounted Class A XR2 
driver was feeling his way in. Speight was 
also learning about his gearbox which he 
had rebuilt over the Winter to incorporate a 
quick-shift and was struggling to find cogs 
at times. He might have got closer to Brown 
had he not been held up on his last lap – 
nonetheless he was confident of being able 
to find more time for the races later in the 
day.
Fourth overall was the first non-Class A XR2 
which was the Fiesta ST in the hands of Chris 
Rowlands. This car really looked the part in 
its striking new livery.
The fastest Escort XR3i was driven by Jason 
Hennefer. He was fifth on the timesheets 
despite  not  being  happy with the bite from 

his brake pads. During the off-season all the 
seals had been replaced at the bottom of his 
engine to cure a small oil leak, similarly a 
seal on one of the gearbox input shafts had 
also been attended to.
Adding to the variety, the Fiesta Si of Mark 
Noble was sixth – which he was happy with. 
In contrast to many others, he had only fitted 
new brakes and tyres over the Winter. The 
main difference to his car was a change of 
colour scheme from the eye-stinging green 
to a subtler shade of blue. The bodyshell had 
been wrapped by sometime XR competitor, 
Chris Nylan.
Paul Green has switched his XR2 from Class 
E to Class A for 2019 and, with a rebuilt 
engine and gearbox, he felt really good 
behind the wheel while qualifying seventh. 
Having felt he never put together the best 
possible lap, he was looking forward to 
going even quicker later in the day.

The session had started really well for Lee 
Shropshire when he was as high as second 
but he suffered a loss of oil pressure and 
headed to the pits early to save blowing his 
engine. While he was stationary, Shropshire 
was shuffled down to eighth.
Matt Eldridge was driving a new car but a 
loose fuse meant his engine kept cutting 
out and so ninth was the best he could 
manage while rounding out the Top Ten 
was Ryan Bowron, second in the XR3i Class.
Having competed in the 5 hour Ford Ka 
Enduro the previous weekend at Donington 
Park, Todd Rowley was taking part in his 
second ever race meeting but, 
unfortunatly, it ended after qualifying. He 
had been troubled by a lack of brakes 
throughout the session due to a problem 
with his master cylinder which could not be 
repaired in time for him to get out on to 
the grid for the races.

Adam Brown started 2019 in the best possible fashion taking pole by two-thirds of a second

Qualifying
FIRST MAN: ADAM

Paul Green switched his XR2 to Class A for 2019
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Race 1

Before this race Adam Brown was excited 
because, starting from pole, he knew he was 
in the running for his first win. His confidence 
was justified when he claimed the lead at 
Cascades before establishing an advantage of 
three-quarters of a second over Will Heslop 
by the end of lap 4. Greg Speight, meanwhile, 
had been 2.5 secs off the leaders at the end 
of the third circuit. His start had been poor 
and then he suffered problems finding a gear 
at Lodge causing him to lose ground.
This was something of a blessing in disguise 
as, with some space ahead of him, Speight 
was able to really get into the groove and find 

some fantastic speed. He now circulated more 
than a second faster than anyone else which 
enabled him to catch Heslop at Druids 
towards the end of lap 5 and he didn’t hang 
around, claiming second before they reached 
Old Hall.
With 3 laps to go Speight had latched on to 
the leader, Brown, and the duo circulated 
bumper to bumper with Heslop closing in to 
make it a 3-way battle for the lead.
On the final lap, Speight drew alongside 
Brown on the approach to Druids but as he 
was on the outside line he had to yield when 
Brown braked as late as he dared to claim the 

line.
A car had come to a halt on the outside of 
Lodge and the leaders bunched up as they 
slowed when the marshals warned them of 
the hazard. With a green flag on the exit of 
the corner, Speight had the power and torque 
to pull alongside Brown as they charged up 
Deer Leap. They crossed the line neck and 
neck with Brown getting the verdict by the 
smallest possible margin – 0.001 secs – with 
Heslop in close attendance.
What a start to the year!
This trio of Class A XR2s were in a race of 
their own as they finished 15 secs ahead of 

the car in fourth which was the Fiesta ST of 
Chris Rowlands although this gap was 
extended on lap 3 when the Si model of Mark 
Noble, which was ahead of Rowlands at the 
time, had quite a lurid spin at Hislops and 
delayed all those who were following.
Cornering became quite a problem for Noble 
as he persevered to finish tenth with fuel 
leaking on to his left rear tyre.
Rowlands was tracked for the duration by the 
winner of Class B, Jason Hennefer, who may 
have been challenging him if his brake pads 
were more to his liking.
The start for the midfield runners had been 

BLINK
& WIN

Adam Brown won race 1 by the
blink of an eye (0.001 secs)
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very dramatic due to Matt Eldridge and Tony 
Mumford qualifying out of position. The 
former was ninth on the grid due to a fuse 
affecting his engine while the latter was way 
back in fourteenth as he ended his qualifying 
session early because the oil light came on 
and, also, the return spring in his carburettor 
was forcing his throttle to jam open.
Eldridge got a good start and Mumford had a 
sensational one with the result that they 
arrived at Old Hall at the same time as fourth 
row starters, Paul Green and Lee Shropshire. 
Eldridge went down the inside while Mumford 
was forced around the outside. As this quartet 
of cars fought for traction – and space – on the 
exit of the corner Shropshire was squeezed 
between Green and Mumford forcing his 
bonnet to pop up however it was Mumford 
who came off the worst as he was pushed out 
wide and the entire field had passed by before 
he had recovered.
Mumford gained a few places in his Class A 
XR2 but then found himself being repassed 
due to a lack of grunt. Eventually his engine 
began to knock and so he decided to retire to 
avoid causing serious damage. Investigation 
the following weekend revealed that number 
one shell had spun and damaged the crank. 
Tony had so many technical issues last 
season, he had been expecting a good start to 
his 2019 campaign having bought Pete 
Lancaster’s engine that had only just been 
rebuilt. To add to his woes, Mumford was 
suffering from a nasty bout of man flu.
After that frenetic first corner, it was Green 
who emerged at the head of the gaggle but 
immediately ran wide at Cascades allowing 
Eldridge to take the place. The position wasn’t 
Eldridge’s for long as he had a slow exit from 
the corner which allowed Green and 
Shropshire to zap by down Lakeside Straight.
At the Island Hairpin, Shropshire was on the 
inside and took the place. Green gave him 

plenty of room and ran wide exiting the 
corner almost allowing Eldridge to pass.
When this battle reached Druids, Green spun 
when he pushed to hard on tyres which had 
not yet reached their full operating 
temperature. He rejoined at the back of the 
pack but recovered to take eleventh at the 
finish.
Shropshire now had a gap to Eldridge and 
would have finished sixth but Matthew 
Spencer was really getting to grips with his 
new (to him) for 2019 Fiesta ST and demoted 
the XR2 on the last lap having qualified 
eleventh. His ST had only been completed on 
the Monday before the race meeting by 
Championship co-ordinator, Dave Fairclough, 
and Matthew’s father, John, thus qualifying 
was the first time Spencer had driven it.
John was also taking part in this event, he 

joined Mark Noble in the Si Class, but failed 
to make it to the finish due to a blown head 
gasket and a seized rear brake cylinder. This 
was reportedly due to a lack of preparation 
as his focus had been on getting his son’s 
car ready for this meeting.
The faulty fuse in Eldridge’s car was still 
causing problems and he slipped down the 
order to finish ninth, crossing the line in 
silence after his motor cut out just before the 
flag.
Ahead of Eldridge was championship 
returnee Paul Brettell who raced for about 10 
years mostly in an XR3i until taking a break 
due to work and family commitments. He 
was tempted back by the introduction of the 
ST Class and was driving a black car from 
this category which had been getting built up 
from a road car for the past 6 months by 

Dave Fairclough. Brettell was unhappy with his 
qualifying performance – although as that was 
the first time he had driven the car this was 
perfectly understandable – but during the race 
he really got to grips with his new machine 
and worked his way up to eighth from 
fifteenth on the grid.
Behind Paul Green, a debutant in the shape of 
Darren Watson brought home the ex-Justin 
Roberts Class A XR2 safe and sound in twelfth 
ahead of a name from the past – Peter Futers – 
who has raced on and off in the Challenge 
since 1994. He returned behind the wheel of 
an XR3i.
Fourteenth was Jonny Shore – a former short 
oval racer who was making his debut on a 
large circuit. He recovered from a tank slapper 
at the Hairpin which cost him a few places to 
complete his first outing in his Class A XR2.

With fuel leaking on to a rear tyre
Mark Noble holds on to a big slide
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Over the winter our final finisher, Andy Mellor, 
fitted a new exhaust system, new dash, 
changed the piston seals on the front brake 
callipers and did a general spanner check on his 
Class E XR2. Qualifying was a nightmare 
however as the car was difficult to drive. This 
resulted in a couple of spins.
Matters improved for this race as, following 
some advice from Jason Hennefer, he softened 
up his suspension all round and reduced the 
front tyre pressures. He took 2 secs of his 
qualifying time and began contemplating the 
fitment of an LSD so that he can better compete 
with the Class A runners.
There were 3 other non-finishers. Ian Billington 
had flown up the order – from 18th on the grid 
amazingly he was up to seventh by lap 3 but 
then in the closing stages his cut-out switch 

failed and he coasted to a halt at the exit of 
Knickerbrook.
A problem with the distributor on his Class E 
XR2 meant Matthew Morton qualified on the 
back row of the grid. He worked his way up 
to 10th during the 15 minute contest but 
then his engine cut out. Initially, Morton 
blamed himself thinking he hadn’t put 
enough fuel in but it turned out to be a 
repeat of the distributor issue.
Race 1 was something of a disaster for the 
XR3i mounted Bowron family. When Ryan 
came to leave the paddock, he discovered 
that the seal on his oil filter had failed which 
meant he was a non-starter while a gearbox 
problem for his brother Lewis caused him to 
over-rev his engine and bend some valves.

Darren Watson (53) leads Peter Futers (7) and Tony Mumford (48)



Race 2

The second grid of the day was decided by 
the results of the first which meant Adam 
Brown and Greg Speight lined up on the front 
row with Will Heslop and Chris Rowlands 
immediately behind them but they didn’t 
remain in that order for long when the red 
lights went out as Heslop got a blinding start 
and shot between the two cars ahead of him 
to take the lead into Old Hall.
Heslop, Brown and Speight circulated as one 
for 6 laps until Brown made his move on the 
leader at Cascades. With Heslop defending as 
Brown squeezed ahead, both had their lines 
compromised through the corner and Speight 

had more speed than both on the exit. He 
passed Heslop down Lakeside Straight and, 
with not many laps remaining, he went to 
take the lead from Brown at Island Bend.
At the Hairpin, Speight and Brown made 
contact. While they were sorting themselves 
out, Heslop nipped through on the inside and 
came away almost 2 secs in front.
Both cars involved in the incident were 
damaged – Speight cosmetically and Brown’s 
more seriously. The pair traded places until 
Speight eventually broke away and reeled in 
the car ahead. In a repeat of race 1, Speight 
had more speed exiting Knickerbrook and 

drew alongside the leader – Heslop in this 
case – who was half a lap from his first win 
and defended his position to the extent that 
Speight ended up on the grass. He managed 
to keep things under control to finish as 
runner-up behind an “over the moon” winner.
So we had drivers taking their maiden 
victories in both races but Speight kept up 
the honour of the old guard by finishing the 
weekend at the top of the points standings 
courtesy of his two second places, the first of 
which was his joker round.
As before, Chris Rowland was the first non-
Class A XR2 runner to make it home in fourth 

with his ST but he always had the similar cars 
of first Paul Brettell and then Matthew 
Spencer not too far behind him.
Brettell was fifth initially after making a great 
start from eighth on the grid but his tyres 
went off very quickly. Spencer passed him at 
Island to claim the position on lap 2 pushing 
him wide in the process as he was having 
braking difficulties because his left front ABS 
sensor had failed. A lack of grip meant 
Brettell was unable to regain the positions 
lost in this incident but he was happy to have 
set the fastest lap in the ST Class during the 
course of a fun day for him. Paul views the 
rest of the season with optimism.

ISLAND
DREAM

Will Heslop rounds Island Bend on his way
to fulfilling his dream - to win a race!
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Jason Hennefer won Class B for XR3is although, 
still troubled by a lack of bite from his brake 
pads, he slipped back from fifth on the grid to 
finish eighth overall. Brettell and Spencer had 
passed him on lap 1 at Old Hall and Island 
respectively while Lee Shropshire nipped 
through at Cascades on the fourth circuit with 
Matt Eldridge getting by soon afterwards at 
Hislops.
Eldridge was on quite a roll as he immediately 
passed Shropshire under braking on the 
outside line at Druids having teed him up 
through Knickerbrook.
Next to make a move on Hennefer was Darren 
Watson who had gained a great deal of 
confidence in his second ever car race and was 
flying… Literally flying as his attempted pass 
on the Escort almost saw him being picked up 
by air-traffic control at Manchester Airport. His 
manoeuvre around the outside at Cascades 
resulted in him running very wide onto the 
grass and bouncing quite high into the air a 
number of times.
He recovered to take another, less spectacular, 
trip across the green stuff at the same corner 
to finish eleventh.
One more car passed Hennefer – the Fiesta Si of 
Mark Noble, who had sorted out the fuel leak 
from earlier in the day. However on the last lap 
Noble ran wide at Druids and handed eighth 
place back again.
Ryan Bowron fixed the seal on his XR3i’s oil 
filter which prevented him from starting the 
opening encounter to work his way up to finish 
twelfth. But the day didn’t improve for his 
brother, Lewis, who limped home in last place 
with an engine that lacked power.
In thirteenth, Jonny Shore was far happier with 
his performance than earlier in the day and 
really enjoyed himself in a sphere of the sport 
far removed from his previous competitive 
environment which involved racing bangers, 

hot rods and F2 stock cars around Crewe 
stadium.
Just like earlier in the day, Peter Futers gained 
places on the opening lap before coming 
home fourteenth – losing a place to Shore on 
the final tour.
The last unlapped runner was Andy Mellor who 
went even faster than earlier in the day – 3 

secs faster to be exact. With Matthew Morton 
not having time to repair his car following his 
retirement in race 1, Mellor twice won Class E 
despite his brand new exhaust making a bid 
for freedom and getting dragged along the 
tarmac in this encounter. He was also a little 
lucky not to damage his engine at the start 
when he over-revved it – the plan is to fit a rev 
limiter before his next outing along with a 

visit to a rolling road to find more power to 
hopefully avoid the need to fit an LSD to 
compete with those Class A.
The only 2 retirements in this encounter 
occurred right at the start when Paul Green 
lost control on the exit of the first corner and 
crashed into Ian Billington inflicting extensive 
damage to both XR2s.

Hairpin action: Lee Shropshire (33) leads
Paul Brettell (92) and Matt Eldridge (20)
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