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INTRODUCTION
After the mid-season break, battle in the Hyperdrive ST-XR Challenge resumed at 
Oulton Park in early August when the full-length International Circuit was utilised.

It was good to see so many of our regulars enjoying their racing and they were 
joined by a couple of drivers making their season debuts – one of these was reigning 
champion Mike Heath.

As usual for Oulton Park this was a one-day meeting with the morning’s qualifying 
session followed by 2 races in the afternoon.
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Will Heslop had made changes to his car but, 
with no opportunity to test them, qualifying 
was a journey into the unknown. It proved to 
be a journey that he enjoyed because the 
tuning worked a treat as he was able to claim 
pole position with a time that was 0.128 secs 
faster than the best that his closest 
challenger, Greg Speight, could manage.
Lee Shropshire was another who had been 
busy with his spanners since he last raced as 
he endeavoured to close the gap to the 
fastest cars in the series. His efforts were 
rewarded as he would start his Fiesta from 
third place on the opening grid of the 
weekend.
Just 0.019 secs slower than Shropshire was 
Adam Brown who was feeling frustrated 
behind the wheel of the AC Valve Alliance 

Fiesta as he had been baulked on one of his 
quick laps and made a mistake on another.
The first four drivers on the timesheets were 
all pedalling Class A Fiesta XR2s however 
representing Class D for the newer ST 
models was Chris Rowlands who was more 
than happy with the time he had set which 
was good enough for fifth fastest overall.
Sixth place saw a return to the Class A cars 
with the the red and black example of Mike 
Heath which looked in much better shape 
than when it was last raced on the day Heath 
clinched the 2018 title last Autumn. It was in 
a bruised and battered conditition due to a 
sizeable crash in qualifying that had 
occurred when Mike lost control on the exit 
of Cascades. As this was his first outing of 
the  year,  he  was  still   “finding   his   mojo”

during the qualifying session.
There were 2 Class C Fiesta Sis on the entry 
list. In the fastest of these, Mark Noble was 
happy with seventh overall. The same could 
not be said of the other competitor in this 
category – John Spencer. During the session 
his engine sounded like “a bag of nails” as he 
lost oil pressure. Having listened to the 
motor back in the paddock, our resident Ford 
guru Dave Fairclough advised him not to race 
as he suspected the crankshaft bearings had 
failed and the power unit could blow up 
completely. John hoped the problem was just 

with the crank shells and he would be out 
again at least for the last meeting of the 
season.
Jason Hennefer was the first Class B Escort 
XR3i – ninth overall despite an ill handling 
car – while rounding out the Top Ten was 
Paul Brettell who had a small panic before 
qualifying when he discovered a water leak. 
Fortunately, Mr. Fairclough was on hand 
once more to fix it. Had he found tthe 
optimum lap, Brettell thought he could 
have been a few places further up the 
order.

Changes Will Heslop had made to his car meant he was the king of the fast laps in qualifying

Qualifying
OULTON SPEED KING

Sixteenth fastest, Peter Futers, negotiates Brittens in his pristine white Escort XR3i
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Race 1

Will Heslop converted his pole position into 
the race lead at the start with Greg Speight 
slotting in behind. Meanwihile, things got 
intense in the mirrors of the two leaders!
Adam Brown and Lee Shropshire ran side by 
side through Old Hall contesting third. The 
latter tried to run around the outside when 
they reached Cascades but on the exit of the 
corner the space between Brown’s driver’s 
door and the edge of the track was less than 
the width of Shropshire’s car!
Shropshire found himself squeezed down to 
fifth as Mike Heath zapped by – things could 
have been worse and he was confident of 

regaining the ground he had lost but, further 
around the lap, he out-braked himself at 
Brittens Chicane and clattered over the high 
kerbs at that section of the course.
Lee later reflected that the impact may have 
dis-lodged his radiator as from that point 
onwards his car began to overheat and he 
slipped back from the battle that raged 
between Brown and Heath. He thought he 
could soldier on until the chequered flag 
however towards the end of the contest his 
engine began knocking. That is when Lee 
decided to call it a day – it was time to put his 
car on the trailer for an early bath!

While all that was going on, two battles 
developed for the podium positions. Out 
front, Heslop charged round with Speight a 
constant threat but Will was able to keep him 
at bay to take the win.
Meanwhile, Heath moved up to third on the 
second lap but Brown got the place back a 
few circuits later when he carried more speed 
down the Pits Straight and dived down the 
inside at Old Hall to claim the final place on 
the podium.
With the first 4 cars running in Class A, Chris 
Rowlands took Class D in fifth overall – he 
was pleased to be able to run on the pace of 

the front runners during the initial stages.
The Class B car of Jason Hennefer would have 
more than likely followed Rowlands home. He 
had undertaken some tweaks to his Escort 
which improved the handling compared to 
qualifying and had a great start to move up 
to seventh but before long his engine began 
to cut out resulting in him pulling of at Clay 
Hill on lap 3. The problem was traced to a 
faulty wire in his fuel pump’s relay.
Tony Mumford had installed a new engine for 
this meeting although he believed it to be 10 
to 15 bhp down on what he would have 
expected  and  he  hoped  it would loosen up

CAVALRY CHARGE!

The ST-XR Challenge Cavalry charges
into Old Hall at the start of race 1
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with time. More immediately, it had low oil 
pressure which caused him to have 
overheating issues and even less power during 
qualifying. Furthermore his front wheels were 
vibrating. All these problems resulted in him 
starting race 1 from fourteenth on the grid.
Having rebalanced his wheels and undertaken 
an oil change, Mumford had a storming first 
lap which put him eight. This became sixth 
after Shropshire and Hennefer retired. He 
reckoned he could have been even higher but 
his motor was running hot once more costing 
him power. The front end vibration remained 
and, to add to his woes, the throttle also 
began to jam.
For seventh placed Paul Brettell, the main 
excitement in this race was when his rear view 
mirror fell off coming over Hill Top! It must 
have been quite a shock when it hit him on his 
helmet but he still managed to catch it in his 
left hand and place the errant item securely 
under his leg to prevent it causing havoc in his 
footwell.
Mark Noble, now the only Si in the race 
following the departure of John Spencer after 
qualifying, lost a couple of places at the first 
corner due to other drivers carrying greater 
speed through Old Hall and then right at the 
end of the contest, he was demoted by John’s 
son – Matthew – on the exit of Lodge when he 
had to negotiate a slow Shropshire who was 
heading for the pit lane. M. Spencer was 
another to have a great start, making up 5 
places after a frustrating qualifying.
For Ryan Bowron it was turning into a day of 
close results. In qualifying, he had beaten his 
brother Lewis to eleventh by just 0.074 secs 
and then in this race he finished tenth 0.081 
secs ahead of Todd Rowley, winning Class B in 
the process with the demise of Hennefer.
Rowley could have easily finished higher up 
the order but had made a poor start and then 
was hampered by a slight misfire. Lewis 

Bowron was involved in this battle but lost 
control when he put a wheel on the grass 
trying to overtake Rowley around the outside 
at Island Bend. He dropped to the back of the 
field.
Peter Futers, who was classified twelfth, saw 
plenty of action in his rear-view mirrors. 
Firstly, when heading down the The Avenue on 
the opening lap 3 cars tried to occupy the 
same piece of tarmac behind him.
Robert Ottewill, the only entrant in Class E at 
this meeting, was taking part in his first ever 
motor race although he did have a fair amount 
of high speed driving experience having done 
plenty of track days up and down the UK and 
also at the Nurburgring.
Qualifying had been difficult for Ottewill as his 

coil kept over heating costing him power and 
preventing his true speed being displayed. 
Starting from the back of the grid, his focus 
was to get safely around the first corner and 
so he held back a little going into Old Hall. 
Ironically, this proved to be his undoing as, 
with everyone else jostling for position, he 
got a superb run around the outside to draw 
alongside a couple of other cars.
Three abreast down The Avenue, Ottewil felt 
a nudge in the driver’s door and then there 
was chaos with both Jonny Shore and Darren 
Watson becoming involved in the incident. 
Shore was hit in the rear quarter which 
pitched him sideways, then a second hit 
spun him around before he was finally 
collected by Darren Watson.

With the impacts on his wings front and rear 
so severe that they were fowling the wheels 
there was no way Shore could continue. When 
he got back to the paddock he also discovered 
that his fuel filler pipe was damaged and so he 
withdrew from race 2 to give himself time to 
properly repair his car.
Ottewill and Watson were both able to 
continue but finished at the bottom of the 
classification separated by Lewis Bowron. The 
latter provided the second dramatic incident in 
the mirrors of Futers because, having 
recovered from his earlier incident with Rowley 
at Island Bend, he caught the white Escort but 
then lost the rear of his car at Druids and hit 
the barriers for the second time in this 
contest.

Michael Heath (18) battles to hold off Adam
Brown (56) with Chris Rowlands (77) and Lee
Shropshire (33) in close attendance
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Race 2

The beginning of race 2 was a reversal of the 
one earlier in the day with Greg Speight 
making the better start this time around as 
Will Heslop slotted in behind him. Our duel for 
third between Adam Brown and Michael Heath 
was also renewed with Brown initially holding 
the upperhand.
There was a pause in the action on lap 3 when 
the Safety Car was scrambled to enable Tony 
Mumford’s Fiesta to be moved out of harm’s 
way.
Since race 1 Mumford had been busy in his pit 

garage patching up a hole in his sump that he 
believed had been inflicted by one of Oulton’s 
kerbs. He had no replacement available but 
patched it up “amazingly well”. A stronger 
return spring was also fitted in a bid to cure 
his sticking throttle but this didn’t improve 
matters as the issue remained and he had a 
blur of wheelspin away from the line.
Pouring in fresh oil also didn’t prevent 
Mumford’s engine from getting hot again 
robbing him of power. Things got even worse 
on lap 3 when he nearly lost control at 

Cascades. Something clearly wasn’t right with 
his car and Tony was contemplating retiring 
when he reached the pits but he never got 
that far as a bolt in his steering system failed 
and caused the ball joint to detach denying 
him the ability to control the direction of his 
XR2 at Brittens.
By the time order had been restored, there 
was only time for one more “all or nothing” 
lap under green. To add to the drama drizzle 
had started to fall. The leader Speight didn’t 
have a very good restart, lacking speed 

coming out of Lodge. Concerned about losing 
position, he switched to the inside line but, 
due to the precipitation, he was very cautious. 
In contrast, the changes Heslop had made 
prior to Oulton filled him with confidence as 
he approached the first corner of the last lap 
and he drove right round the outside to take a 
very satisfying double victory.
There was further changes immediately 
behind the lead duo as Heath relieved Brown 
of third on this all action last lap when he got 
better drive out of Cascades.

VICTORY
SALUTE

Will Heslop salutes the marshals
after his second victory of the day
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Having given his car a good check-over, 
including tyres pressures, Chris Rowlands took 
his second Class D victory of the day. Once 
again he was fifth overall.
With the demise of Mumford, Paul Brettell 
claimed sixth overall and he was the second 
Fiesta ST home. As he finished runner-up in this 
category in both the day’s races Paul felt he was 
making progress and hopes to get at least one 
Class D win at Oulton’s final meeting of the 
season – he will miss the intervening race day at 
Mallory Park as he will be attending the 
Goodwood Revival.

On the manic last lap Matthew Spencer tried 
everything he could to get ahead of Brettell 
but it was not to be nonetheless he was more 
than happy to continue his 100% finishing 
record in the ST that was new to him at the 
start of this season – it is also great to see 
Class D becoming so competitive.
Mark Noble was following Mumford when his 
steering failure occurred, Noble continued to 
take eighth just ahead of Ryan Bowron, these 
drivers winning Classes C and B respectively.
Trying take the XR3i honours away from 
Bowron were 3 other Escorts. The first of 

these was Jason Hennefer who had started 
from the back grid due to his retirement earlier 
in the day. The faulty wiring on his fuel pump 
had been replaced by a switch and inline fuse. 
He had gained 4 places before the Safety Car 
came out but he was unable to make any 
further progress after racing resumed.
Hennefer was followed across the line by Peter 
Futers and Lewis Bowron. The latter had 
overtaken Todd Rowley on the last lap. Rowley 
had considered retiring as the misfire that 
appeared in race 1 had grown progressively 
worse but he decided to persevere until the 

end.
Aside from Mumford, the one other retirement 
was Darren Watson who suffered a drop in oil 
pressure that triggered the warning light on 
his dash’. He plans to remove his engine 
before he takes to the track again.
Robert Ottewill had to withdraw from this 
event. After race 1 the scrutineers asked him 
to swap his electric fuel pump for a 
mechanical one. Fortunately, he had one 
available and manage to get it installed but 
the component proved to be faulty.

Tony Mumford (48) was to have
a major impact on the second race
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