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INTRODUCTION

Without the Cornavirus Lockdown, the 2020 Hyperdrive ST-XR Challenge would have 
had a weekend by the sea on 23rd/24th May as we were due to have 2 day meeting 
at Anglesey Circuit.

In lieu of that, we have done another sweep of the drivers who raced with us last 
year to check how they are doing along with speaking to some of those who will be 
newcomers to the series when racing finally begins.

At least we now have a provisional calendar for the remainder of the season and with 
12 races at 5 meetings which take in Oulton Park (x2), Anglesey, Cadwell Park and 
Silverstone it looks like we are still going to have a fantastic championship assuming 
the country manages to keep in check the COVID19 virus.

Since the last report we have had the sad loss of Championship Co-ordinator, Ken 
Mellor, who passed away on 8th April after a short illness. He will be greatly missed 
by all who knew him in the paddock.
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Still in Lockdown!

It’s great to report on the surge of interest 
from new drivers who are looking to race in 
the Hyperdrive ST-XR Challenge this year.
One of these is Alec Townley who won’t have 
too far to get to Oulton Park as he lives in 
Altrincham. Although originally a local, 
Townley lived in Aberdeen for a time and 
competed in the Scottish XR2 Challenge 
during 2016 before moving to South 
Manchester at the end of that year where 
soon he was visiting Automech and getting 
tempted by the racing cars they had on site.
He resolved to build an ST but other things 
kept getting in the way and it was only last 

Winter that he had time to undertake the 
project. In the meantime, he drove a BMW 
325 in RCN events at the Nürburgring so he is 
now looking forward to some wheel to wheel 
action on the short circuits of the UK.
Another newcomer is Lee Lapihuska who will 
be making his debut as a racing driver – 
hopefully on 18th July. Although he has never 
competed before, he has a long history in the 
sport. His uncle is Steve Hitchins who has 
been a famous historic driver and 
championship winner for 30 years behind the 
wheel of AC Cobras, Historic Formula 1s, 
Formula 2s, Trans Ams and numerous other 

categories. Lee has been attending race-
tracks since he was 5 years old so the sport is 
in his blood!
Having served a number of years as an 
engineer, Lapihuska currently works for Bill 
Shepherd who has a fleet of V8 sportscars 
which regularly feature at Goodwood’s Revival 
Meeting.
As someone who loves Fords, Lee had owned 
a number of Fiesta XR2s and got to know ST-
XR Challenge stalwart Jason Hennefer when 
he was looking for parts via an XR2 forum. 
Jason invited him to one of our meetings at 
Silverstone after which Lapihuska couldn’t 

wait to take part himself.
This took some time however as he lived in 
America for a while but eventually he enlisted 
the help of Tom Adams from Valley 
Motorsport to find a suitable car – he came 
up with the ex-Oliver Morley Fiesta XR2. It 
needed quite abit of work to get it ready for 
the track however and that has only been 
completed in time for this season. 
Fortunately, Lee had access to Bill Shepherd’s 
workshops as he undertook the preparations.
As an insulin dependent diabetic, Lee had a 
few hurdles to jump through before he 
received  his  racing  licence  but, with that in

NEW
KIDS
ON THE BLOCK

The cars of some of our newcomers. Clockwise from top left:
Adam Bissell, Michael Rudge, Alec Townley and Lee Lapihuska
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place, he can’t wait for the action to begin.
Others intending to make their debut at our 
first meeting are Michael Rudge and Adam 
Bissell. We spoke to the latter in our previous 
report since when he has been working hard 
on getting his car ready to race. It looks 
sensational in the photo.
One final newcomer, albeit not until next year, 
is Daniel Cooper. Aside from some minor 
tweaks, his pristine white Fiesta XR2 is ready 
to hit the track however its driver, who is 
switching from Oval Racing, has been unable 
to take his ARDS test because social distancing 
measures mean no instructor would be able to 
sit alongside him. Once he gets his licence the 
plan is to build up gradually with some track 
days and sprints before entering races next 
year.
To further his experience before taking part in 
the 2021 ST-XR Challenge, Daniel hopes to 
have a run out in his Dad Simon’s track-
prepared Ford Anglia 105E when its 
refurbishment has been completed. The father 
& son duo carry out all the work on their 
racing cars, including their short oval stockcar, 
under the banner of Cooper Racing. As if that 
is not enough of a workload, they are also 
restoring a couple of road vehicles.
Aside from those debutants, a couple of 
drivers are returning to the series – and both 
of them are called Chris! Indeed, the Escort 
XR3i of Chris Jones is returning to action as 
well as the driver! The car was raced by Jones 
from 2003 until 2012. He won the title 3 times 
in that period before the Escort was passed to 
Jonathan Wells who drove it for a couple of 
seasons, taking the 2014 title. Jones bought 
the car back and has undertaken a complete 
rebuild prior to competing this year.
The other Chris has the surname of Grimes (he 
is unrelated to Ray Grimes as far as he knows!) 
and  raced  with  us  some  5  years ago but he

Clockwise from top left: Matt Eldridge’s ST, a snazzy paint job for Darren Watson, Daniel Coopers’ XR2, Justin Roberts’ grandson
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didn’t do too well as he found driving the 
Escort XR3i he had at that time difficult. Since 
then Grimes has competed in a number of 
other series - Civic Cup, CNC Heads 
Sports/Saloons, Fun Cup, VTEC Challenge – 
but has been tempted back to the our series 
by the prospect of racing a Fiesta ST150. He 
began building his car the day before we 
should have been racing at Anglesey and 
hopes to be out at Oulton Park on 18th July. 
The car will also be available for hire via 
Grimes’ business - Tensport Performance.
Finally, as we cover drivers new to the series, a 
mention to someone who is sure to be out on 
track in a couple of decades’ time. He is Jude, 
the grandson of Justin Roberts, who was born 
on 9th May to Justin’s son, Luke, and his 
girlfriend Georgia. Hopefully, everyone will 
meet him when our paddock gathers for one 
of its infamous track walks.
The new arrival has kept Justin busy although 
social distancing has made life tricky. Looking 
forwards, he is enthusiastic about our revised 
2020 calendar – especially the visit to Cadwell 
Park where a few years ago he enjoyed a 6 
hour EnduroKa contest in which he finished 
second with Will Heslop, Matt Eldridge and 
Nick Naylor as his co-drivers. To blow away 
the cobwebs, Roberts has a couple of track 
days booked during June.
Will Heslop has recently returned to his day 
job at the Porsche Centre Wolverhampton 
along with doing some fine tuning to the ST 
that our reigning champion will be debuting 
this year. He plans to shakedown the car 
during June.
Matthew Spencer is another who plans to do 
some testing before racing gets underway in 
July. It will be the first time he will have been 
out since the compulsory ECU Remap was 
performed and he is interested to see what 
difference it will make. Rather than spending 
the late May Bank Holiday weekend in 

Anglesey, Matt was keeping the streets of 
sunny Manchester safe.
Spencer battled in the ST Class last season 
with Chris Rowlands who was another who 
was in work instead of spending the 
weekend in Anglesey. Rowlands just has 
some little jobs to do on his car before 
battle gets underway in July.
Also waiting to get out on track is Jason 
Hennefer. His Escort XR3i had been covered 
on his trailer for a few weeks but he planned 
to do some tweaking ahead of a track day at 
Anglesey on 22nd June. He continues to do 
his day job delivering to shops for a bakery 
and selling stickers on eBay in his spare 
time.
Like Hennefer, Mike Heath is a stalwart of 
the Championship and is another looking 
forward to the season getting underway. 
Heath’s other half, Claire Morris, has been 
putting the funds unspent on racing so far 
this year to good use by making a few 
online orders.
Sparked by the release of the revised 2020 
calendar, the Bowron family spent the 
weekend they should have been at Anglesey 
converting Ryan’s road-going ST into a 
racer. It looked like he would be working 
abroad this year but that didn’t happen due 
to the Coronavirus so he will be switching 
from Escort XR3i to the ST150 instead.
Tony Mumford can’t wait to get back racing 
after he bought the ST Chris Rowlands 
competed in during 2019. As of the end of 
May, he hadn’t really looked at the car 
because he had been doing jobs in and 
around the house along with helping his 
eldest daughter move into her new home 
however he planned to go into his workshop 
to install seat belts, a foot rest and generally 
tinker about.
We have many well-presented cars waiting 

to head to Oulton Park in July, none more so 
than Darren Watson’s Fiesta XR2. It has also 
undergone a full rebuild of the engine along 
with some other tweaks so Darren is hoping to 
give the fleet of up to 20 race-ready ST’s a run 
for their money and keep the XR2’s at the front 
of the field.
As he has not been going to race meetings, 
Watson has been restoring his 1982 VW 
Camper that is his home from home in the 
paddock. Jonny Shore, who competed in our 
series last year, has being working on a new 
interior before it goes for a full respray.
Another who will be trying to keep the STs on 
their toes in his XR2 is Lee Shropshire although 
he hasn’t touched his car over the Winter as 
the focus has been on his trusty Transit van 
which has required welding to ensure it got 
through its MoT. Aside from that, Lee has 
undertaken a major project in his garden which 
now features decking and a bar!
Before the country went into lockdown, Michael 
Blackburn took part in two track days during 
March. The first of these was in his XR3i which 
featured modifications to the air filter and the 
second was the shakedown of his new ST.

With the less restricted intake the Escort felt a 
few tenths quicker. Michael was pleasantly 
surprised as it is impossible to replicate air 
going into the engine at 80 or 90 mph on a 
rolling road. 
The ST also ran well. Just about everything is 
new on the former road car not least because 
it had a non-running power unit. So it has a 
fresh engine and the shell has had a rebuild 
down to the level of every nut and bolt. 
Blackburn realises there are many things that 
need to be improved to bring the car up to 
speed but is looking forward the playing with 
different set-ups and configurations in the 
coming months. His next outing will be at the 
Anglesey track day on 22nd June.
While the XR3i is a good back-up car, 
Blackburn will focus on the ST which, at the 
time of the interview, was at Automech 
having the roll cage fitted. It was due to go 
there for this work on the day lockdown 
began so he only managed to get it to the 
garage at the end of May.
Hopefully, after the extended “off-season” for 
all our drivers, racing will get underway at 
Oulton on 18th July.

Chris Jones and his XR3i return
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This report was produced by

www.gramtext.co.uk

Visit www.bournephotographic.co.uk for loads of images from past seasons of 
the Hyperdrive ST-XR Challenge 
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