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Qualifying
EARLY BIRD

Michael Blackburn arrived early at the Assembly Area to give himself some clear qualifying laps
We had a healthy 25 cars on the qualifying
time-sheets but it could have been even more
as a number of potential competitors were
frustrated that they were unable to attend.
This included Alec Townley who broke his
hand in a mountain bike fall, Matthew
Spencer due to work commitments and Mark
Robinson who was locked down at home in
North Wales due to COVID-19 restrictions.
The latter was a championship contender!

then head to pits to make some
experimental set up changes – in effect,
because track time has been at a premium
this year, he was treating the second half of
the session as a test. As things turned out,
the set up changes didn’t work however no
one was able to beat the time from his third
lap and, much to his surprise, Michael was
able to take pole at the same time as
learning a little more about his ST.

With so many cars leaving the Assembly Area
at once, the opening laps of qualifying were
more akin to a race therefore traffic was an
issue for just about everyone – except Class
D-man Michael Blackburn who made sure he
was in position nice and early enabling him to
be first out on track.

Lining up alongside Blackburn on the front
row would be championship leader, Will
Heslop, who lost 3 tenths when he set his
best time because of traffic at Druids.

He had a plan to put in a trio of fast laps and
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Third and fourth were Tensport Performance
team-mates Chris Grimes and Sam Beckett
who were separated by just 0.087 secs. The
latter felt he could have gone faster but he
www.st-xrchallenge.com

only had a couple of clear laps. He was
also suffering from understeer and what
seemed to be pad knock off.
Following the nightmare of Cadwell Park
when Lee Bowron collected his son Lewis’
car as it cannoned back off the barriers on
the opening lap of race 2, causing
extensive damage to both of their STs, it
was great to see both taking part in
Oulton’s finale and qualifying in the Top
Ten to boot.
Lee had blown the head gasket on his own
car during testing on the previous Monday
and didn’t have time to effect repairs so
he was behind the wheel of the ST
belonging to his other son, Ryan, which he
managed
to
qualify
sixth.
Lewis,
meanwhile, was tenth fastest in a new car
that had been built up since the disaster
in the wet conditions in Lincolnshire using
parts salvaged from the wrecked car.
Without a gearbox that was reluctant to
change cogs, he may have been even
further up the grid.
Unlike his brother, Mark, Simon Robinson
lives in England – not too far from Cadwell
Park in fact – so he was free to come and
race at Oulton. This is something he had
not done for about 4 years and so he had
to ‘phone Mark the night before to be
talked round a lap! His sibling’s advice
must have paid off as Simon went round
in 2 minutes 5 – within a second of his
best ever time at the circuit. This put him

fifth on the grid and the first non-ST in his
XR2.
Over the Winter, Matt Eldridge had found an
ST “as cheap as chips” which he built into a
race car. He decided to dust it off and
debut it at this final meeting of the season.
Like many others in this session, traffic was
a problem and Matt only found one clear
lap so seventh was the best he could
manage.
Our first Class B XR3i was eighth fastest in
the hands of Chris Jones. He still had some
elements in his set up from the previous
Silverstone round which made the handling
a little loose and prevented him from really
“clicking” when he eventually found a clear
lap. Just a tenth slower than Jones was
another member of the ST-brigade in the
shape of Paul McHugh.
There were a trio of drivers for whom
qualifying ended sooner than they wished.
Steve
Clapton
and
Darren
Watson
completed the minimum number of 3 laps
to ensure they set a time. Clapton was
never seen again! Watson was able to make
it out for both races but his misfire
prevented him from getting very far in
either of them. Meanwhile, right at the start
of qualifying, Greg Speight coasted to a halt
at Cascades on his out-lap from the
Assembly Area. The fuel issue which
abruptly brought him to a halt was quickly
resolved and he would be lining up at the
back of the grid for race 1.

It was good to see Lee and Lewis Bowron
taking part after their nightmare at Cadwell
www.st-xrchallenge.com
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Despite running some elements of his Silverstone
set-up, Chris Jones was quickest in Class B
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Qualifying Statistics

Statistics provided by www.tsl-timing.com
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Race 1

CHAMPION ELECT

Will Heslop charged to victory on the day
he reclaimed the ST-XR Challenge title

For the first 3 on the grid, this race was
decided well before Old Hall was reached.
Pole-sitter, Will Heslop, made a solid start to
lead the field away but the opposite was true
of Michael Blackburn alongside him. With the
red lights displaying on the starting gantry
for what seemed like a long time, Blackburn’s
car began to creep forwards. He hit the
brakes just as the red lights went out
allowing Chris Grimes to sling-shot past from
the second row. However, Grimes had jumped
the start!
Blackburn was unaware of Grimes’ penalty
and by carrying great speed out of Old Hall
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on lap 2 he latched on to the back bumper of
the black ST at Cascades before moving
ahead on the next circuit at Lodge. Heslop
was 3 seconds down the road once the battle
for second place on the road had been
resolved. Blackburn drove as hard as he could
but was reducing the gap by tenths per lap
rather than the seconds that he needed.
Heslop took a comfortable win. He really
pressed on to ensure he sealed the overall
title that he won in a Class A XR2 last year.
With his penalty in mind, Grimes didn’t put
up too much resistance when Blackburn
performed the lap 3 out-braking manoeuvre
www.st-xrchallenge.com

instead he focussed on racing against the
clock to build-up a 10 second advantage over
Sam Beckett so that he would be classified in
third at the finish.
Beckett had other things on his mind as he
was fending off the attentions of Lee Bowron.
This situation came to a head when Beckett
got on the grass at Hislops and spun inadvertently ensuring his team mate,
Grimes, secured a place on the podium.
Bowron had to take avoiding action and was
delayed to such an extent that Matt Eldridge
was able to take advantage and move up to
fourth. He didn’t hold that position for very
www.st-xrchallenge.com

long however as Bowron passed him at Lodge
just over a lap later.
Coming home behind Eldridge was Class B
winner, Chris Jones. Back at the start of the
race, Jones had seen a fair amount of action.
After Simon Robinson missed his shift up to
second gear as he left the grid he ran side by
side with Jones all the way to Shell where the
latter, on the outside line, had to yield.
However, as the pair had compromised each
others’
line
through
Cascades,
Luke
Woodward got the run on both of them to
make it 3 abreast at Lakeside before moving
ahead into Island…
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But then Woodward ran wide on to the grass
exiting the middle part of Hislops and
pirouetted around so that he ended up
broadsides across the track at the third
element. Robinson hesitated and then went
left. This proved to be the longer route as
Jones ducked to the right and passed the pair
of them, regaining the places he had lost
earlier in the lap although he now had quite a
gap to Eldridge in what was sixth prior to
Beckett’s spin – when this little bit of
excitement occurred it allowed Jones to close
in a little on Bowron and Eldridge but the Class
B winner never got within striking distance
even though he was lapping faster than in
qualifying thanks to changing his rear tyres in
the interim. Paul McHugh followed him home
in seventh
After their first lap shenanigans, Woodward
and Robinson ran just behind McHugh. A
couple of times Robinson’s nimble little XR2
drew alongside Woodward’s ST in the corners
but the younger, more powerful car was able
to pull away on the straights.
On lap 4, Robinson suffered an outside rear
wheel bearing failure at Cascades and coasted
to a halt – a problem which plagued him last
time he ran in the ST-XR Challenge at Cadwell
Park. Simon had fitted high quality parts in the
hope of avoiding a repeat. The hub was totally
destroyed and, with no replacement parts
available, a gutted Robinson would be unable
to take part in race 2.

Lewis lost a few places at the start… and then
they were joined by Greg Speight who had
come through from the rear of the grid.
Having not raced for a few months, Speight
had hoped to play himself back in during
qualifying but hadn’t got further than
Cascades and so he had to get up to speed as
he made his way up from the order.
The opening laps were so hectic that Greg was
just happy to survive. He then settled down
and started to improve his speed. As this was
his first proper run of the day, he was thinking
of set up changes to make for race 2 but then,
on the last lap, his engine began to overheat.
Speight thought about pulling off but with it
being so late in the contest and with a clutch
of STs tantalisingly just ahead of him, he
decided to persevere in the hope that
something may happen… and then Woodward
got sideways at Knickerbrook!
With cars going in all directions, Speight
thought he could gain a bunch of places even
with a motor that was losing power but, as he
closed in at a high rate of knots, Greg had a

flashback to the penultimate round of the
2019 championship when 3 cars tried to take
Clay Hill as one, leading to him and Mike
Heath hitting the barriers with some force. To
avoid a repeat this year he took to the grass!
When he re-joined, he realised his engine had
had enough so he coasted back to the pits to
retire.
After Woodward received a 5 second track
limits penalty, Beckett, Bowron and Rowlands
occupied the final 3 places in the Top Ten in
the final classification.
This season, it has been a pleasure to
welcome a number of newcomers to our
series. This weekend Alex Causer joined the
ever-growing ranks of ST-XR Challenge
drivers and commented how friendly everyone
involved with the championship is. He has
been involved in motorsport since the age of
8 before studying the sport at the University
of Central Lancashire in his teens. He is
currently the workshop manager for an
historic racing team.
Causer’s only previous racing experience was

on the ovals between the ages of 15 and 20
behind the wheel of an XR2 and then a Hillman
Imp. He is a big fan of XR2s and has owned 4
or 5 of them over the years. When a cheap one
popped up on the internet this led to a
conversation with his friend Tom Adams at
Valley Motorsport and it turned out they had
one ready to race. Alex had no plans to make a
purchase but 2 days later the car was in the
workshops of his employer being prepared for
a Track Day!
Causer did his ARDS Test about 5 weeks before
the race meeting at Oulton Park. Despite being
involved with motorsport for 18 years, this was
the first time he had driven around a circuit! He
then had a couple of test days at Oulton Park
where he was 10 seconds off the pace in the
first but only 3 secs off in the second the day
before this meeting. He was delighted to
qualify fourteenth overall and second in Class A
to the very rapid Simon Robinson.
He decided to take things easy at the start of
race 1 and found himself forced out on the
marbles on the outside of Old Hall which gave
him load of understeer. When his front wheels
Alex Causer takes to the grass rather
than triggering a first corner pile-up

No sooner had Robinson disappeared from
Woodward’s mirrors than Beckett was on his
tail after he recovered from his spin. Both had
endured their difficulties at Hislops and on the
last lap, Woodward hit trouble at the complex
again forcing Beckett to slow while he brought
his car under control.
Running a few seconds behind this pair were
Lewis Bowron and Chris Rowlands who had
battled pretty much throughout the race after
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finally found some grip, there were loads of cars
on his inside so rather than cause a pile-up he
elected to take a trip across the grass. He then
lost a place to his Class A rival, Paul Green, at
Cascades… but at Shell, Green went for a gap
down the inside of one of the STs but the space
disappeared causing him to have a very
sideways moment.
Green exited Shell three-abreast where he had
contact with Ron Loffstadt (who also had a tap
from someone at Old Hall) and found himself on
the grass. Up ahead, Causer came out of the
banked hairpin in front of Michael Rudge and,
with Robinson and Speight both retiring, went
on to win Class A on his motor racing debut
much to his amazement!
Rudge followed Causer home second in Class A
with Green behind him on the road however the
latter received a 5 secs track limits penalty
which dropped him behind Class B man, Jason
Hennefer, in the overall standings.
Hennefer had started from eleventh after his
fastest ever lap around Oulton in qualifying.
Things didn’t go so well in this race as having to
take avoiding action when incidents twice
occurred in front of him dropped him down the
order much to his frustration.
Since Silverstone the engine on Matthew
Morton’s Class A XR2 had had a crank seal
repaired however as soon as the Fiesta was
started, it just didn’t sound right and, lacking
power, Morton had to really thrash the car to set
a reasonable time in qualifying. To add insult to
injury, a thumb sized hole appeared in his
exhaust. After the session, many in the paddock

went to the aid of Matthew with tools, parts
and assistance. Michael Rudge got the engine
running properly by adjusting the timing chain
which had been put back one cog out after the
crank seal was fixed while Morton sorted out
the exhaust using parts sourced from Chis
Rowlands, Tony Mumford and Jason Hennefer.

Race 1 Statistics

At the beginning of this race, Morton made a
great start (usually this is a weakness for him)
and spent the first lap in the thick of the
midfield battle until he reached Druids where
he was clipped by a spinning Adam Bisssell.
There was no possibility of taking avoiding
action as Loffstadt was on his inside. The
impact caused Morton to lose control and,
although he got going again, a broken wheel
plus punctured tyre forced him to retire.
Bissell continued just behind Loffstadt. This
pair then had a battle for the remainder of the
contest with Loffstadt using all his experience
to keep the 2020 newcomer behind.
Having a trouble-free run to eighteenth was
John Spencer while our final finisher was a
former overall champion – Mike Heath –
having his first outing of the year in an ST that
had been built-up by the Bowron squad. The
car was totally untested and being flung
around a race circuit must have come as
something of a shock to the vehicle as it kept
shutting down and going into “limp home”
mode! Nonetheless, Heath was still smiling
and laughing when he returned to the
paddock.

Statistics provided by www.tsl-timing.com

Tony Mumford was a pit-lane retirement on
lap 3.

Being flung around a race circuit caused
Heath’s car to go into “limp home” mode!
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Race 2

The pack streams into Cascades at
the start of the final race of 2020

FINAL
FLING
Winning race 1 gave Will Heslop pole for this
race with Michael Blackburn switching to the
outside. Despite the pair swapping positions
on the front row, the charge down to the first
corner was similar to earlier in the day with
Heslop making another good, solid start as
he left Blackburn in his wake. On this
occasion Blackburn had no explanation, he
was perfectly happy with how he departed the
grid but Lee Bowron passed him on his left as
Chris Grimes went by on the right on the run
down to Old Hall and then Matt Eldridge drew
alongside down The Avenue. A spot of
assertive late braking into Cascades allowed
Blackburn to hold on to fourth.
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Up ahead, Grimes’ great run down the inside
away from the start allowed him to take a
look down the inside of Heslop into Old Hall
but the leader was having none of it.
On the run down Lakeside and all the way
through to the exit of Shell, Grimes was right
on Heslop’s bumper but then he went a little
wide at the first element of Brittens. This
allowed Heslop to pull away a few lengths at
the same time as backing Bowron into the
clutches of Blackburn who got a good run
over Hill Top and was alongside Bowron when
they reached the braking area for Hislops but,
as he was on the outside line, he was unable
www.st-xrchallenge.com

to execute the pass.
However, Blackburn was soon up to third
after a rapid exit from Druids set up a pass
down the inside at Lodge and he was then on
the tail of the two leaders in no time.
Heslop’s calculations indicated that he had
the overall and Class A titles sewn up
therefore he was more relaxed in this race
and didn’t pull away although at the same
time he didn’t make any mistakes – he felt he
was a match for anyone! Grimes and
Blackburn did all they could to force an error
to no avail.
After another battle with Matt Eldridge, Lee
www.st-xrchallenge.com

Bowron was pleased to record his second
fourth place finish of the day despite being
troubled by a brake issue in both races. If he
is able to carry out some testing before the
start of next season, Lee believes he could be
right on the pace of the front-runners.
Between the two races Chris Jones made
some understeer-quelling changes to the
front of his car. When the red lights went out,
he slotted into sixth behind Eldridge before
he dropped a place to Sam Beckett who
overtook him at Lodge on lap 2. Via some
frantic finger gesticulations, both then
decided to work together to catch Eldridge.
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They caught their quarry with a few laps
remaining. Beckett dived down the inside at
Lodge but carried too much speed allowing
Eldridge to get back ahead via the cut-back.
The cars were still overlapping when they
reached the top of Deer Leap where the armco
runs at the side of track. As Eldridge took the
racing line Beckett had to back out of the
situation as, behind them, Jones swerved over
towards the pit wall to avoid the accident that
he thought was about to unfold but didn’t.
Eldridge hung on to take his second fifth place
of the day, which he was very pleased about,
with Beckett and Jones on his tail.
Once again Lewis Bowron was unhappy with
his start and was initially at the back of a 4way battle for eighth. He battled past Paul
McHugh and then had a great dice with Chris
Rowlands. He came out on top of this and
finished 0.42 secs behind Luke Woodward.
Like his father, Lewis believes that if he gets
the opportunity to perform some serious
testing before next season begins, he will be
up at the front of the field.

His friend, Jason Minshaw, had told him to
keep on the power in a situation like this.
Causer followed this advice and managed to
avoid a spin although the time lost put him
into the clutches Hennefer. The XR3i driver,
who was on his way to clinching the Class B
title by a point from Chris Jones, was quicker
coming out of Brittens but Causer took a
defensive line into Hislops to hold on to
thirteenth. At the end of his first race meeting
behind the wheel, Causer was delighted to
have built up his speed throughout the day.
Having retired from race 1 Tony Mumford got
back on track for this encounter to take
fifteenth. The next car across the line was in
the hands of Michael Rudge who’d had a
scare on the opening lap when he got
sideways approaching Hislops and narrowly
avoided hitting the barriers. He then had a
great battle with Paul Green and Matthew
Morton before pulling away from this duo in
the closing stages.

After his dramas in qualifying and then
suffering a broken wheel in race 1 when he
was hit by a spinning Adam Bissell, Morton
once again had to give thanks to the
camaraderie of the ST-XR Challenge paddock
prior to this contest as Green changed his
rear wheel bearings and Chris Flynn tied his
exhaust more securely to the chassis.
As race 2 drew to a close Green gave Morton
an unintended gift as he ran wide at Cascades
on the last lap to allow him through but then
the stewards took the position away from
Morton when they applied a 5 second track
limits penalty. This did not prevent Morton
from clinching the Class A title for this
season.
John Spencer was our final finisher after a
trouble-free day during which he felt he was
getting to grips with his ST.
After the contact in the earlier race, the
bodywork on Ron Loffstadt’s ST was restored

by his trusty team member, Andy Clarke, who
had more work to do at the end of the final
outing of the season as the car returned to the
paddock at the end of lap 1 covered in mud!
Contact with Mumford at Cascades had sent
Loffstadt spinning first to the left and then to
the right across the bumpy grass next to
Lakeside Straight. Although Ron got back on to
the tarmac the car was vibrating so much that it
was difficult to hold the steering wheel thus he
did not continue. Fortunately, he has an
industrial strength steam cleaner at home
which Andy put to good use before the mud set
hard. Loffstadt reports that the handling of the
car is now ok and there is just some bodywork
that needs attention.
Another making a spectacular exit at the end of
the season was Adam Bissell who arrived
backwards on the grass at Brittens on lap 3
before being launched over the kerbs. Bissell
limped back to the pits to retire.

The gremlin that had earlier caused Mike
Heath’s ST to repeatedly switch to “limp home”
mode only intervened once in this encounter
therefore Mike was able to “give it good go”
and worked his way up the order to finish
twelfth cheered on by his 17 month old
granddaughter, Paige, who absolutely loved
the racing!
Heath took the finish just ahead of Alex
Causer and Jason Hennefer. Causer had got
too much wheelspin at the start but then,
much to his delight, was able to keep up with
the midfield ST battle that was being led by
Woodward. After a few laps however he began
to slip back due to having to contend with
understeer. Then, with 3 or 4 laps to go, he
had a “brown trousers” moment in the latter
part of Hislops when he touched the grass and
got very sideways.
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Matt Eldridge (20) leads Sam Becket (96)
and Chris Jones (27)
www.st-xrchallenge.com

www.st-xrchallenge.com

Page: 19

Hypedrive ST-XR Challenge: Oulton Park, 17th October 2020

Race 2 Statistics

Statistics provided by www.tsl-timing.com
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This report was produced by
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Visit www.bournephotographic.co.uk for loads of images from this and past
seasons of the Hyperdrive ST-XR Challenge
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