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UPTON MAKES
HIS MARK

First overall wins
for Fiesta ST
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INTRODUCTION

For its second meeting of the season, the Hyperdrive ST-XR Challenge headed North 
to the super-fast Croft Circuit which this year is quicker than ever due to the new 
track surface yielding more grip.

It was great to see some more new cars and returning faces in the paddock for what 
proved to be a weekend when a couple of pieces of history were made.

Competitors had plenty of track time available with a free practice session on 
Saturday morning followed by qualifying and race 1 with a couple more races on 
Sunday.
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Will Heslop had never been to Croft before 
and so he was happy to take the opportunity 
to get a few laps under his belt in the free 
practice session first thing on Saturday 
morning. This proved to be time well spent 
as he ran really well during qualifying with 
his Class A Fiesta responding as he had 
hoped to recent set up changes.
As the session drew to a close, he topped the 
timing screens having managed to get an all 
important clear lap but Mark Upton found 
himself free of traffic to put in a time 0.27 
secs faster with his final effort.
A returnee to the championship this season, 
Mark raced in the series 25 years ago. He was 
away for the opening meeting of 2019 and so 
the first competitive outing of his comeback 
was here at Croft  During his first racing 
career in the 1990s, his cars were usually 

prepared by Dave Fairclough and our 
championship co-ordinator also built up the 
Fiesta ST that Upton took to pole – the first 
for this model since its introduction to the 
Challenge – after he had got the measure of 
his new pocket rocket during Test and Track 
Days at Oulton.
Third overall and second in Class A was 
Adam Brown, fresh from taking his first win 
at Oulton Park a few weeks earlier in the AC 
Valve Alliance car. Happy with his speed, he 
expected to go even faster in the races.
Greg Speight had never been to Croft before 
and so he tested on Friday as well as taking 
advantage of the open session on Saturday 
morning however in the latter his gearbox 
began to leak oil causing plumes of smoke 
to emerge each time he exited the final 
Hairpin  corner. When  the  marshals alerted 

him to the problem, he immediately headed 
to the paddock so that it could be fixed. 
Having set competitive times in testing, 
Speight wasn’t surprised to be fourth fastest 
and third in Class A.
There was a delighted Ryan Bowron in fifth 
overall and the first Class B XR3i. He was 
flying in his Escort. Lining up alongside for 
race 1 would be Matt Eldridge who 
struggled to find a clear lap in his Class A 
car.
The second Class B entry, that of Jason 
Hennefer, would line up directly behind 
Bowron in seventh. Hennefer later rued not 
backing off for a lap when he caught a trio 
of slower cars.

At Oulton Park, Todd Rowley struggled with 
a lack of brakes in qualifying which put him 
out of the remainder of the meeting. He 
had no such issues this time around en 
route to setting the eighth best time with 
his Class A Fiesta.
The Top Ten was rounded out by a couple 
of STs from Class D. Matthew Spencer was 
happy to be ninth as he continues to get 
used to his car which he drove for the first 
time at Oulton Park. Behind him was Mark 
Golding, another new face to the 
championship who was having his first race 
meeting at his local circuit of Croft in a car 
that was only completed a couple of weeks 
earlier.

Mark Upton made history by taking the first pole in the ST-XR Challenge for a Fiesta ST

Qualifying
HISTORY MAKER

After his Oulton Park crash, Paul Green was still straightening his car out att Croft!!!
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Race 1

SMILE OF
VICTORY

Mark Upton celebrates the
first win for a Fiesta ST
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Adam Brown felt he lost some time getting 
away from the grid when the pole-sitter, Mark 
Upton, appeared to bog down causing him to 
hesitate. Any problem Upton may have had 
didn’t prevent him from being the first to 
reach Clervaux as Will Heslop slotted into 
second with a small gap to Brown.
Heslop tried his best to challenge for the win 
but Upton had too much straight-line speed 
therefore, having made series history by being 
the first ST driver to qualify on pole, Mark 
followed that up with the first win in the ST-XR 
Challenge for the model.
His advantage increased after Brown caught up 
with Heslop and forced him to take defensive 
lines, delaying both. Although Brown was able 
to draw alongside on occasion, Heslop held on 
to second place until the finish.
From sixth on the grid Matt Eldridge made a 
great start to move up to fourth however on 
the second lap the thrust bearing in his 
gearbox exploded leaving him with no drive. 
His retirement moved Greg Speight up a place 
but he couldn’t close the gap to the cars 
ahead of him while behind Ryan Bowron was 
solely focussed on his battle for Class B spoils 
with Jason Hennefer.
Bowron was driving absolutely flat out to 
ensure Hennefer was too far back to make a 
passing attempt. There was barely more than a 
second between the pair of them throughout 
the contest.
Initially, Matthew Spencer’s ST was in the slip-
stream of the XR3i duo but a missed gear 
change at Sunny In meant he lost ground to 
them and, with no one close behind, Spencer 
focussed on bringing his car home safe and 
sound, in the knowledge that he would be 
second behind Upton in Class D.
Paul Green was thankful for the opportunity to 
try out his XR2 in Saturday morning’s test 
session after a major rebuild operation had 

been undertaken following his massive crash 
in the second race at Oulton Park. He came 
out on top after an “awesome” race long dice 
with four STs which were driven by Chris 
Rowlands (who wished he had tested prior to 
qualifying because he was well off the pace in 
that session), Colin Upton (father of race-
winner, Mark), Mark Golding (who must have 
had a thrilling first ever motor race) and Paul 
Brettell.
There could have been even more cars 
involved in this fight but two XR2s retired in 
the early laps. First, Darren Watson’s throttle 
cable snapped and then the kill switch failed 
on Todd Rowley’s car.
Meanwhile, at the first corner Matthew Morton 

locked up his brakes and understeered wide 
– this dropped him to the back of the pack 
rather than putting him in the thick of the 
action. After gathering his composure 
following the first corner excitement, the 
only entrant in Class E zapped past the 
down-on-power Tony Mumford at the end 
of lap 1 and during the following circuit he 
overtook Peter Futers’ XR3i in the second 
element of the Complex to claim thirteenth.
It was yet another tale of woe for Mumford 
who had fitted another engine to his XR2 
after damaging his crank at the Oulton 
meeting. The power unit sounded fine in the 
workshop on the Thursday before he headed 
to Croft but when the car was driven on to 

the trailer, there was a horrible noise – it 
turned out that the timing belt had jumped 3 
teeth with the result that all 4 inlet valves were 
bent. These were replaced along with the head 
gasket. However, the latter failed during 
qualifying. Thanks to Chris Rowlands plus 
Matt Eldridge and his crew another gasket was 
installed in time for race 1 – Tony also 
undertook an oil change. All this was to no 
avail as he had no grunt due to low oil 
pressure. On his return to parc ferme he 
thought he could hear the big ends knocking 
and so Mumford retired from the rest of the 
meeting.
The power unit will be sent off to the engine 
builders and is unlikely to be back in time for 
the next meeting at Anglesey.

Will Heslop holds off Adam Brown
as they battle over second place
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Race 2

FLOWER
POWER!

Race 2 winner, Mark Upton, which
some unusual spoils of victory

Kerax Hypedrive ST-XR Challenge: Race Report - Croft, 4th/5th May

Page: 18 www.st-xrchallenge.comwww.st-xrchallenge.com Page: 19



Having made a few changes to his car, Will 
Heslop was expecting to have even more speed 
in this contest. He made a great start, beating 
Mark Upton to the first corner but on the run 
down to Tower Bend the race 1 winner was able 
to power into the lead. However this contest 
was declared null and void when the red flags 
came out after the midfield runners got too 
close for comfort and Mark’s dad, Colin, was 
sent through the gravel trap and into the 
barriers.
There was more mayhem straight after the 
restart when it was Matt Eldridge’s turn to 
make a little bit of history – although not in the 
way he wanted to – when he used too much 
kerb exiting the Hairpin and rolled a couple of 
times necessitating the appearance of the 
Safety Car. Croft regulars could not remember 
such an accident occurring at that section of 
track before.
Worse was to follow when Matt returned to the 
paddock having been checked over at the 
Medical Centre. His wife had taken his daughter 
to Darlington Hospital with severe stomach 
pains but fortunately she was ok after a 3 hour 
stay. The same could not be said of his car and 
Eldridge didn’t expect to be able to take part in 
the next meeting.
The marshals dealt with the incident so quickly 
that the full course yellow only lasted a couple 
of laps. When racing resumed, no one could 
match Mark Upton’s pace once more and he 
took his second victory of the weekend 
although Heslop’s tweakery and the shorter 
race meant the winning margin was only half 
what it was at the end of Saturday’s contest.
When the red flag came out, Greg Speight had 
made a better start than his fellow second row 
occupant, Adam Brown, to annex third but he 
had to do it all again due to the stoppage. Next 
time both Speight and Brown arrived at the first 
corner equally determined to claim the final 

podium position from the outset. Contact 
was made which damaged a mirror and some 
trim on Speight’s car. Brown’s inside line 
secured him the advantage but the man in 
fourth was lining up a pass when the Safety 
Car appeared due to Eldridge’s crash.
After the green flag was waved, Brown went 
into defensive mode and this fight for third 
went all the way to the final corner where he 
held the inside line as Speight went to the 
outside. The latter was able to carry enough 
speed exiting the Hairpin to draw alongside 
and reach the finish line having secured third 
by a couple of tenths of a second.
It seems there was far too much excitement 
for many drivers at the start of race 2. For 

Matthew Spencer, the restart saw him get a 
knock from Colin Upton. Spencer managed to 
keep his ST pointing in the correct direction 
and set off after Class B leader, Ryan Bowron. 
After the Safety Car interruption, Spencer 
carried great speed through Tower and The 
Esses on the penultimate lap to take fifth 
overall under braking for Sunny In.
Jason Hennefer had been leading Class B after 
a great start before the red flags came out. 
He repeated the feat at the second time of 
asking but noticed there was a small amount 
of smoke coming from his car. This became 
worse when the Safety Car appeared and he 
elected to retire rather than cause extensive 
damage to his Escort’s mechanicals. This 

proved to be the correct decision as oil was 
pouring from his gearbox.
Bowron was overtaken by Chris Rowlands and 
Mark Golding on the final lap although 
afterwards the latter was given a 2 second 
penalty which dropped him two places behind 
Bowron and Paul Green but just ahead of tenth 
placed Darren Watson in the final standings.
Matthew Morton had made a great getaway at 
the initial start and was running well but at the 
first corner of the restart contact to the rear 
driver’s side of his car sent him into the gravel 
from which he couldn’t escape.
Todd Rowley came home in eleventh ahead of 
our final two finishers – Peter Futers and Paul 
Brettell.

Paul Green (67) lifts a wheel as
Darren Watson (53) pursues him
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Race 3

LIFT OFF

Like his rear wheel, Adam Brown’s
weekend achieved lift off in the third race
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Business commitments meant Mark Upton had 
to leave before this race took place denying 
him the chance of a hat-trick.
Another absentee was Jason Hennefer. 
Although the Bowron family lent him a 
driveshaft, this did not resolve the gearbox oil 
leak that had manifested itself in race 2. 
Hennefer headed home suspecting that the 
input shaft seal had failed again – a part that 
had been replaced over the winter.
Upton’s absence meant we had Will Heslop and 
Greg Speight on the front row. Both were 
confident of victory and as they charged down 
to the first corner Speight reported that his 
nose was ahead but, being on the outside line, 
he had to yield to Heslop.
Disaster then struck for Speight when he 
attempted to change down to third for Tower 
Bend, fifth was selected instead. This, 
combined with taking a tight defensive line to 
keep third placed Adam Brown at bay plus the 
effects of cold tyres, caused him to spin. He 
rejoined at the back of the pack.
Brown had to take avoiding action and lost 
some ground to Heslop – he was 1.5 secs 
behind at the end of the lap – but got his head 
down and closed in on the leader. He had 
struggled with understeer all weekend but 
some radical changes to his set-up were now 
working really well and he was flying. By lap 4 
there was nothing between the two leaders but 
then the battle ended abruptly when Heslop 
suffered steering failure at The Esses handing 
the win to the AC Valve Alliance car of Brown.
In third during the early stages ran Chris 
Rowlands with Darren Watson on his back 
bumper – that is until Watson clipped the tyres 
at the Chicane. He would have spun but an 
inadvertent biff from Ryan Bowron knocked him 
straight again. Nonetheless, it cost Watson 
quite a large amount of time.
The contact didn’t slow down Bowron and a 

couple of laps later he passed Rowlands 
under-braking – and a little bit sideways – at 
Sunny In to finish second overall and making 
it a trio of Class B victories this weekend. 
Bowron was delighted to complete the 
weekend free of reliability issues and 
believed this was the best race he has ever 
had.
Rowlands was also very happy. His car had 
run faultlessly on both days and third overall 
with the spoils for Class D capped an 
enjoyable visit to the North East. He did so 
having been at the head of a multi-car battle 
through which a recovering Speight charged 
in the closing stages. He dealt with Todd 
Rowley and Paul Green (who had a thrilling 

battle) as the last lap unfolded and then 
caught Rowlands, Matthew Spencer and Mark 
Golding at the final corner which they all tried 
to take as one.
Spencer ran wide and fought to regain control 
of his car, clipping Speight accidentally as he 
did so. Speight nipped through to take fourth 
with Golding fifth ahead of Spencer – the trio 
covered by little more than 2 tenths at the 
line.
Since making his motor racing debut, Golding 
has enjoyed another of life’s milestones 
because he got married.
Having never previously visited Croft, Paul 
Brettell had been getting faster all weekend – 

to the tune of 5 seconds per lap in fact. He 
came home ninth in this the last of 3 
enjoyable races for him. He is looking 
forwards to Anglesey as that is a circuit he 
knows.
Darren Watson finished tenth after his earlier 
close encounter with the tyres at the chicane 
while behind him was our final man home in 
the shape of Peter Futers. His car ran like 
clockwork all weekend and he hadn’t needed 
to touch a spanner. Futers previously raced at 
Croft some 20 years earlier but that was on 
the old circuit which was a completely 
different beast.

Greg Speight (5) charges on the last lap ahead
of Paul Green (67) and Todd Rowley
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This report was produced by
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Visit www.bournephotographic.co.uk for hundreds of images from this meeting!!
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