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BRILLIANT
BLACKBURN!

Michael Blackburn was the man to beat at Snetterton
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The ETSL ST-XR Challenge ventured south in July to the 3-mile long Snetterton 300 
circuit for another thrilling weekend of action.

As with Knockhill a month earlier, the track was new to many so Friday’s test day and 
Saturday morning’s qualifying session were a learning curve for a number of the 
drivers.

This weekend, the first of the 3 races had an extended duration of 20 minutes while 
the second encounter saw the XR classes starting at the front of the field.

The UK had enjoyed a fortnight of gloriously sunny weather but this was due to end at 
some point during this meeting… and end it did just before our final race.



Michael Blackburn feels it takes him longer to 
learn new tracks than previously and he spent 
the entire test day on Friday unlocking the 
secrets of Snetterton. He also fine-tuned the 
set-up of his ST so that it was a joy to drive – 
it did everything he asked of it!
Blackburn set his fastest time on Friday right 
at the end of the day and matched it on his 
first flying lap in Saturday morning’s 
qualifying session as he carried on where he 
left off. His next lap was half a second 
quicker thanks to a tow from Sam Beckett. 
More by luck than judgement, Blackburn 
picked up Beckett’s slip-stream at just the 
right moment and there was no resistance 
when he overtook at the end of the Bentley 
Straight.
Even though the rest of the lap was clear, 

Blackburn still thought his crew had made a 
mistake when his pitboard showed him to be 
fastest by 1.8 seconds.
During the rest of the session, the other 
drivers got closer to Blackburn with Lee 
Bowron finishing second in the classification 
although his best time was still just over a 
second slower. Like Blackburn, Bowron had 
tested all the previous day.
Meanwhile, Sam Beckett was happy to be 
lining up in third for race 1, especially as 
many drivers had reported some very quick 
times during testing. Furthermore, he was 
half a second ahead of Chris Jones who was 
the Championship leader as the series 
headed to East Anglia.
Like his father, Ryan had done a day’s testing 

prior to qualifying in fifth place ahead of 
Mark Robinson, the driver who crashed into 
him during testing at Knockhill due to 
brake failure. This had been such a 
traumatic incident for Mark that here in 
Snetterton he was still struggling with his 
confidence whenever he hit the middle 
pedal in his rebuilt car. At least he was 
ahead of his brother, Simon, who was the 
fastest non-ST driver in seventh overall 
with his XR2. He was pretty happy with this 
performance.
Having made his debut at the start of the 
season, eighth placed Mark Blunt qualified 
in the Top Ten for the first time. He has not 
developed his car, all the improvement has 
come from the driver who is trusting his 
tyres and leaning on them more.
Unlike his father and brother, Lewis Bowron 
had been unable to test on Friday thus he 

was playing catch up as he qualified in 
ninth but he knew he would gain pace and 
move closer to the front of the field as he 
gained experience of the track during the 
course of the weekend.
Rounding out the Top Ten was Chris 
Grimes. He hadn’t tested on Friday as, 
when he checked, the day was fully 
booked so he arrived at the circuit at 6:30 
that evening after a 6 and a half hour 
drive – this after a hectic week at work 
when he had been working 12 hour days. 
Therefore he headed into qualifying with 
no preparation at all having never 
previously driven the track so he was 
learning throughout the session. At least 
his car was handling fine and didn’t need 
any adjustments prior to race 1 – Chris 
looked to himself to find more pace.

Although learnng tracks takes longer than in his youth, Michael Blackburn was able to take pole

Qualifying
NEW TRICKS

Simon Robinson was pretty happy
to be the fastest driver in the XRs

ETSL ST-XR Challenge: Snetterton 300, 24th & 25th July 2021

Page: 4 www.st-xrchallenge.comwww.st-xrchallenge.com Page: 5



Qualifying Statistics

Statistics provided by www.tsl-timing.com
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Race 1

All that good work in qualifying by Blackburn 
was nearly undone when he made an average 
start allowing fellow front row starter, Lee 
Bowron, to initially nose ahead however the 
latter appeared to miss a gear as Blackburn 
was able to recover and lead into Riches. Sam 
Beckett following in his wheel-tracks to push 
Bowron down to third. The latter found 
himself hung out to dry on the outside.
In fourth, Chris Jones ran side-by-side with 
Ryan Bowron around the Montreal Hairpin 
before moving ahead at Palmer.
Despite Blackburn feeling that his driving was 
untidy in the early stages of the contest, even 

before the end of the first lap, he and Beckett 
had opened out a gap to the quartet 
contesting third – Lee Bowron, Jones, Ryan 
Bowron and Chris Grimes.
The latter had made a superb start from tenth 
on the grid. He squeezed along the pit wall as 
he shot past the cars on the fourth row which 
were driven by Lewis Bowron and Mark Blunt. 
Grimes then switched to the outside to run 
neck and neck with Mark Robinson all the way 
through Riches and the Montreal Hairpin 
before he moved ahead at Palmer.
Of this quartet, Ryan was the one looking to 
make progress in the early laps as he 

repeatedly drew alongside Jones. These 
attempts to pass included an epic wheel-to-
wheel duel around the never ending Coram 
corner. Whatever Ryan threw at him however, 
Jones was able to hold on.
This continued until the end of lap 3 when 
there was a cloud of brake smoke from this 
quartet and Ryan appeared to take avoiding 
action as he bounced over the sausage kerb 
on the apex of Murray’s. This cost him some 
momentum down the Senna Straight and 
allowed Grimes to get ahead.
Lap 4 saw Chris Rowlands retire from 
seventeenth position due to a broken oil 

cooler pipe. By the time he realised there was 
a problem, his lubricating fluid had been 
deposited around much of the circuit.
When the front-runners first came across the 
oil at the Montreal Hairpin, our leader 
Blackburn had the best view and safely 
negotiated the corner but Beckett ran wide as 
Lee Bowron and Jones locked up behind him.
All this drama backed up Beckett and Lee 
Bowron into the battle for fourth, a position 
now held by Grimes after he and Ryan 
Bowron moved ahead of Jones when the lock 
up caused him to run wide.
A few  more  corners  and  Grimes  was up to 

UNBEATABLE

Michael Blackburn couldn’t be
beaten in the first race in Norfolk
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third as he went round the outside of Lee 
Bowron in a move that started at Oggies and 
ended at Williams – it was quite a pass!
Lee then had his mirrors full of Jones who in 
turn had Lee’s son, Ryan, on his bumper. On 
lap 6, Jones drew alongside Lee on the Bentley 
Straight but with Ryan almost bump drafting 
him Lee managed to keep ahead but only as 
far as Coram where Jones passed on the 
inside… and then Lee lost his rear-gunner on 
the next lap when Ryan spun at Palmer 
allowing Mark Robinson to move up to sixth.
Once in third, Grimes then put Beckett under 
enormous pressure. He repeatedly drew 
alongside but Beckett was always the last of 
the late brakers and manage to keep ahead. 
Such was the intensity of their battle that when 
they lapped Ben Thomas’ XR2 they flew by 
either side of him.
But then on the penultimate lap, Grimes ran 
wide on the exit of Williams allowing Beckett 
some breathing space, Jones was able to pull 
ahead down Bentley Straight but Grimes had 
the inside line at Brundle and braked late 
enough to hold on to the final place on the 
podium.
Up ahead, Blackburn had an even more 
comfortable advantage and took the 
chequered flag 3.3 secs to the good. 
Meanwhile, at the start of the last lap, Grimes 
hadn’t given up hopes of taking second from 
Beckett and drew alongside on the approach 
to Agostini but couldn’t find the traction he 
needed to go around the outside… but then 
he got down the inside at Williams from where 
he and Beckett charged down the Bentley 
Straight. This time Grimes found enough grip 
on the outside to demote Beckett at Brundle 
only for him to run wide at Nelson which 
allowed Beckett to get the run on him to take 
the place back at the Bombhole.

Jones, Lee Bowron and Robinson finished 
fourth, fifth and sixth although a last lap 
hiccup for the latter meant Mike Heath 
finished just half a second behind him.
At the start, Mark Blunt maintained the eighth 
place that he had earnt in qualifying but on 
the fifth tour he was coming up to lap Ben 
Thomas. The slippery conditions must have 
been a nightmare for Thomas who was 
making his debut in an ex-Simon Robinson 
XR2 and he spun at Riches. Blunt also lost 
control on the oil and hit him head on! 
Fortunately, both were able to continue.
Blunt’s misfortune meant Lewis Bowron 

finished eighth, one place better than his 
starting position despite a departure from the 
grid which he wasn’t at all happy with. Lewis’ 
brother, Ryan, recovered from his spin to 
come home in ninth position however he was 
disqualified from the results due to a ride 
height infringement – a fate which also befell 
Luke Woodward who was the next driver to 
take the flag.
The decisions of the scrutineers concerning 
these two drivers meant Blunt moved up to 
ninth in the final classification while Alec 
Townley completed the Top Ten having 
enjoyed himself regaining the places he had 

lost when he made a poor start.
Tony Mumford’s weekend didn’t begin well. It 
took him 10 hours to get to Snetterton as the 
brakes on the tag axle of his motorhome 
binded. He had to call out his breakdown 
company to free them.
After a subdued qualifying spent bedding in his 
brake discs and pads, in this race Mumford ran 
just behind the midfield battle of Blunt, 
Woodward, Heath and Lewis Bowron until he 
was another who was caught out by the oil 
which caused him to lock up and run wide at 
Montreal and again at Palmer.
Continued on page 14

Ben Thomas made his debut
in the ex-Simon Robinson XR2
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Alex Causer and Simon Robinson spent much of
the race side by side as they contested the XR lead
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Race 1 Statistics

Statistics provided by www.tsl-timing.com

Unable to remove the oil on his tyres,  
Mumford lost time from that point onwards.
At the previous meeting, Richard Steele rolled 
the ST that he is sharing with Gareth Pilling 
this season in one of Knockhill’s gravel traps. 
Chris Rowlands repaired the bodywork but 
Pilling,who’s turn it was to drive the car at 
Snetterton, was exhausted having only had a 
week to get the rest of the car sorted and he 
needed some persuasion to take part. He 
wasn’t expecting a great deal from the 
weekend as the car was untested since the 
rebuilt. Furthermore, he would be learning the 
track in qualifying.
He finished twelfth having become embroiled 
in a battle with Townley, Mumford and the 
driver who finished behind him, Ross Craig. It 
was a hard fought dice which left Pilling 
wondering whether they could have finished 
closer to the front had they worked together.
Craig was making his debut in the ETSL ST-XR 
Challenge. He usually races a Honda Civic with 
the Classic Touring Car Racing Club, a car 
which is prepared by Tensport Performance. 
Team owner, Chris Grimes, persuaded him to 
have a run in their ST hire car this weekend. 
Ross was still getting used to the vehicle in 
this encounter because qualifying was the first 
time he had driven the car.
Behind Craig came the XR classes and this 
featured a fantastic battle between the XR2s 
of Simon Robinson and Alex Causer.
Given Robinson’s years of experience racing 
‘80s Fiestas, Causer was delighted to only be 
0.6 secs slower than him in qualifying 
however when the Union Flag dropped 20 
secs after the red lights went out to get this 
section of the race underway he was slow 
away which allowed Jason Hennefer’s XR3i to 
take second on the run to Riches behind 
Robinson. It took Causer half a lap to get back 
ahead of the Escort.
In no time Causer was on Robinson’s back 

bumper and harrying for a way by. He had a 
couple of chances but couldn’t make the 
moves stick. Robinson had enough speed 
exiting each of the corners that preceded the 
longest straights to keep him at bay.
Even though both were still learning the 
circuit, this was a great battle – good, clean 
racing - but then the oil slick at Riches caught 
Causer by surprise resulting in a half spin that 
saw him glance the Armco on the inside of 
the track. He was able to continue albeit 
without the corner of his front bumper.
He re-joined some 6 secs behind Robinson, 
who now had chance to learn the track’s 
optimum lines rather than the defensive ones. 
Although Causer closed the gap dramatically, 
he couldn’t get close enough to challenge for 
the lead before the 20 minutes ended.
Hennefer was another to run wide on the oil 
at Montreal Hairpin and drove cautiously after 
that. Nonetheless he enjoyed the race and 
was relieved that the fuel surge issue that had 
blighted his qualifying session did not re-
occur. He was another who was learning the 
circuit this weekend.
Ben Thomas was our final finisher as the 
remaining XR drivers – the two Dannys Leigh 
and Cooper – were DNFs. A fuel surge meant 
Leigh was carrying for more fuel in his Escort 
than he otherwise would need to. The extra 
weight slowed him down and then he was 
caught out on the oil.
Cooper spent qualifying learning the track 
and experimenting with his XR2’s suspension 
set up – he is still struggling to find the 
optimum configuration. In this race, he was 
another to be caught out on the oil and went 
hurtling out of control at Riches. This is an 80 
mph corner for him and he was thankful not 
to roll in the uneven run-off area.
Adam Bissell was also a non-finisher in the ST 
Class. 
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Race 2

On Saturday evening, Alex Causer walked the 
circuit. As he did so, he paid particular 
attention to the area around the barrier at 
Riches that he made contact with during race 
1. He hoped to find the corner of his bumper 
that was lost there. Alex was unsuccessful in 
his quest however he did find the 
corresponding part from Ben Thomas’ XR2 in 
the marshal’s bin – it had been put there after 
the coming together with Mark Blunt – and it 
fitted Causer’s XR2 perfectly!
The non-ST Classes were at the front of the 
grid for this one and Simon Robinson was 
really looking forward it as he was very 

confident of recording an overall win. Similar 
to the previous race, his start was as good as 
Causer’s was bad allowing Jason Hennefer to 
briefly run second. Causer was soon back 
ahead of him but a missed gearchange 
allowed Robinson to make a break which 
couldn’t be bridged on this occasion.
Robinson was pushing fairly hard. He picked 
a point on every lap where he checked the 
gap to Causer so that he could press on if it 
was necessary. He seemed to have everything 
under control on his way to another XR 
victory, the only question was whether the ST 
leaders could catch him.

The first 4 ST drivers waiting on the grid for 
the 20 secs delay to pass were Michael 
Blackburn, Sam Beckett and then the two 
Chrises; Grimes and Jones. The slowest 
starter of this quartet was Beckett on the 
outside of the front row which meant 
Blackburn headed down to Riches 
unchallenged as Grimes and Jones charged 
past either side of Beckett.
Jones and Grimes continued wheel to wheel 
right round Riches but the latter moved 
ahead at Montreal. Indeed, Grimes wasn’t 
hanging around as he was immediately 
alongside the leader, Blackburn, on the 

approach to Palmer but Blackburn braked 
late enough to force Grimes to slot in behind 
him.
Jones and Beckett were also door handle to 
door handle for a few corners before Jones 
took advantage of being on the inside line to 
claim third at Agostini. As Beckett moved left 
on to the racing line he clipped the nose of 
Michael Heath’s Fiesta – its driver had 
opportunistically been trying to follow Jones 
through. The contact dislodged the left rear 
corner of Causer’s bumper while Heath was 
soon passed by Lee Bowron.
Out front, Blackburn eased away from Grimes 

Chris Grimes closes on Michael
Blackburn to set up a Photo Finish

PHOTO FINISH
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while Beckett’s bumper gradually became 
increasingly detached from the rear of his ST 
and began acting as an air-brake allowing Lee 
Bowron to eventually catch and pass him at 
Montreal to take fourth.
By now, the errant bumper was only attached 
at the extreme right side and was trailing 
behind the car.  At this point, the officials 
became concerned about the potential harm it 
could do were it to come off completely and 
brought him in to have it removed safely in the 
pit-lane.
Back to the front of the field, it looked almost 
certain that Simon Robinson was going to take 
the first overall win for an XR2 since Will 
Heslop at Oulton Park’s 2019 finale. He was 
more than 5 secs ahead with a few laps 
remaining but next time through his heart 
sank as he could smell the tell-tale burning 
that meant only one thing – wheel bearing 
failure. A problem which has blighted him 
these past few seasons. He pulled off at the 
end of the pit-lane to avoid the damage 
getting more severe.
As Robinson was coming to a halt, Blackburn 
was passing Causer as they crossed the grid 
hatchings. So it was the ST man who inherited 
the overall lead but passing the XR2 cost 
Blackburn some time giving his pursuer, 
Grimes, additional momentum – he had spent 
most of the race trying to eek into Blackburn’s 
advantage… and now fluid went down on the 
track, it was anybody’s race!
On the last lap, Grimes appeared to be in a 
great position to get a tow down the Bentley 
Straight but he had a huge slide at Williams 
Corner. The advantage appeared to be with 
Blackburn but he was very tentative through 
the Brundle/Nelson complex and Grimes was 
back on his tail for the final few corners.
Blackburn then got caught out on the fluid at 
Murray’s, the final corner, and ran wide. This 
gave Grimes more momentum down the Senna 

Straight and the two cars took the chequered 
flag side by side. It took analysis of TSL’s finish 
line photo (see page 20) to separate them with 
Grimes adjudged to be slightly ahead to take 
one of the narrowest victories in the long 
history of the championship.
After the 2 leaders had passed him, Causer held 
off Jones for a while but a missed gearchange 
saw him lose third position overall on the last 
lap but when Jones went wide at Coram, Causer 
went for glory however he pushed too hard and 
spun off! He quickly recovered to finish fifth 
overall behind Lee Bowron and, of course, with 
Robinson’s retirement he was the winner of 
Class A.
Lewis Bowron was again unhappy with his start 
but, now that he had a little more experience of 
Snetterton, he lapped over 1.5 secs faster than 
he had done the day before and was delighted 
to finish fifth overall as the fourth ST driver.
Lewis’ brother, Ryan, came home a couple of 

seconds behind him and was even happier as 
he had come through from the back of the 
grid.
Having challenged Beckett for fourth on the 
opening lap, Michael Heath slipped down the 
order to finish ninth behind Mark Robinson.
Gareth Pilling had a great start and ran as 
high as sixth. He had great fun battling with 
the Bowron brothers, Mark Robinson and 
Michael Heath although, ultimately, he 
finished tenth.
After his pit-stop to have his rear bumper 
removed, Beckett had one lap remaining and 
just had time to pass Jason Hennefer’s XR3i to 
take eleventh. Hennefer had lapped faster 
than the day before en route to being the 
second XR car home.
Alec Townley made a great start and was 
leading a gaggle of cars that included Mark 
Blunt, Luke Woodward, Adam Bissell plus the 
slow starting Lewis Bowron. On lap 2 

however, Townley was passed by no less than 
3 cars on the approach to Wilson – Blunt, Lewis 
Bowron and his brother Ryan who was coming 
through from the back.
The Bowron boys continued up the order into 
the Top Ten but Blunt stayed just ahead of 
Townley and this put him in the firing line a 
couple of circuits later when Townley lost his 
brakes on the approach to the Brundle/Nelson 
complex but fortunately contact was avoided 
although Woodward was able to demote 
Townley when he was bringing his car back 
under control.
Townley had a look at passing Woodward 
through Coram and later wished he had been 
more decisive as he then got a little too close 
to the car ahead on the next lap at Oggies and 
pushed Woodward through the corner. The 
incident broke Townley’s radiator.
As there was only a lap and a half remaining, 
Townley decided to continue to the finish while 

Alex Causer salvaged the corner
of Ben Thomas’ bumper from a bin!
Photo: Alex Causer
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Race 2 Statistics

Statistics provided by www.tsl-timing.com

doing his best to keep away from the racing 
line and avoid spinning himself. He dropped 
behind Adam Bissell but stayed ahead of 
Chris Rowlands.
Ben Thomas finished on the XR podium at his 
first ever race meeting – his only previous 
circuit experience was at track days.
He was followed home by Daniel Cooper who 
had kept out of trouble and concentrated on 
bringing his lap times down. He went over 1 
secs faster than he did in race 1.
Despite the CV joint being changed, Danny 
Leigh still had handling problems with his 
Escort causing him to spin in all 3 races.
Contact with another car ripped a tyre off 
one of Ross Craig’s rims forcing him into the 
pits where the Tensport Performance squad 
changed the wheel to enable him to finish 

the race.
Race 2 began with some excitement for Tony 
Mumford when he nearly spun at the Montreal 
Hairpin on the green flag lap. He had a great 
start but his car was sliding around all over 
the place. The vehicle’s computer flashed up a 
message on the dash advising him to refer to 
the Owner’s Manual (in the middle of a race!) 
and that the water temperature was high – it 
was 120 degrees – so Tony decided to retire 
from the contest. Mike and Chris Rowlands 
saw that water was coming out around  the 
top hose and the problem turned out to be the 
quick release pipe from the expansion tank 
that was faulty.
Mumford was the only retirement from the ST 
Class.
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Race 3

All weekend there had been speculation as to 
when the forecasted storm would arrive and 
the rain started about 5 minutes before the 
final ST-XR Challenge race was due to begin 
leaving our drivers to switch to a wet set up 
as best they could given the limited time 
available.
As it was the first wet session of the meeting, 
2 green flag laps were provided by the 
organisers. Such was the strength of the 
deluge, large areas of standing water quickly 
developed.
Illustrating how bad things were, Michael 
Heath who is one of the most experienced 

drivers in the series, aquaplaned off on one 
of the green flag laps. Gareth Pilling was right 
behind Heath when he crashed and later 
admitted it was the first time he had been 
scared in a racing car. As a result, he decided 
not to take the start and pulled into the pits 
so that he would have an undamaged car to 
take to the next meeting at Cadwell Park. Had 
he known the organisers were going to delay 
the procedings when the remaining cars got 
back to the Senna Straight, he may not have 
taken this course of action.
Just as the “Start Delayed” sign was displayed 
at the front of the grid, Tony Mumford’s 

engine stopped. Although he got it going 
again, it sounded very “lumpy” and so he was 
towed off the grid and out of the event. Tony 
thought it likely that he would have a new 
power unit fitted in time for Cadwell Park.
The tow truck was busy as Daniel Cooper’s 
XR2 also cut out and refused to restart so it 
also had to be taken to the pits. Both 
Mumford and Cooper were disappointed not 
to see the red lights go out as they were 
looking forward to racing in the wet. 
Furthermore, Cooper is not expecting to be 
competing in the ST-XR Challenge again until 
the final rounds at Donington Park in 

November as he is going to focus on 
constructing an ST.
A fifth driver who didn’t begin the race was 
Ben Thomas who suffered a failed alternator 
meanwhile Chris Jones decided to start from 
the pit-lane.
When the red lights went out, Chris Grimes 
made the most of pole position which gave 
him the inside line into Riches and took the 
lead from Michael Blackburn but not for long 
as Blackburn was on new tyres. He was able 
to draw alongside exiting Montreal and, on 
the outside line, he was able to carry more 
momentum  through  the  corner  on the cut-

A deluge meant race 3
ran on a soaked track

WET WET WET!
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back so that he was ahead when he and 
Grimes reached Agostini.
Grimes snapped at Blackburn’s heels for a 
couple of corners but the new leader got great 
drive out of Williams and powered away down 
the Bentley Straight. His advantage built 
further when Grimes had a long sideways slide 
around Coram.
Blackburn had an even bigger advantage on 
lap 2 when Grimes skidded wide at Montreal – 
much of the field had streamed by before 
Grimes re-joined down in ninth.
The new second placed driver – Sam Beckett – 
had come through from tenth on the grid. In a 
ball of spray, he had taken things easy around 
the first couple of corners just in case there 
was trouble at the front of the field before 
passing Ryan Bowron and Mark Robinson 
exiting Montreal and then Mark Blunt into 
Agostini.
Lewis Bowron was despatched down the 
Bentley Straight which put Beckett into fourth, 
this became third when Lee Bowron had a 
huge slide through the Bombhole.
After Grimes had his moment, Beckett decided 
to get to the finish in second rather than take 
risks to try and catch Blackburn. Our leader 
had enough of an advantage to experiment 
with different lines to find out where the grip 
was without worrying about having to defend – 
he felt it was just him against the track 
although he didn’t take any risks on his way to 
his second win of the weekend.
Lee Bowron came home 5 secs behind Beckett. 
Unlike the 2 cars ahead, he was on a totally 
dry set up so he was pleased to be “the best of 
the rest”.
His son, Lewis, was running fourth on the 
second lap but a missed gearchange exiting 
Agostini allowed the two Marks, Blunt and 
Robinson, to pass him. Blunt had made a great 
start, gaining a number of places thanks to 

taking the inside around the first couple of 
corners.
Having moved into fourth thanks to Lewis’ 
missed shift, Blunt nearly threw it away with a 
sideways moment at Hamilton. As he regained 
some momentum, he found himself three-
abreast with Robinson and Lewis. Somehow he 
kept ahead to finish fourth – the best result of 
his debut season.
Hopefully, coming home in fifth will give 
Robinson improved confidence for the 
remainder of the season.
Once he had recovered from his second lap 
half-spin Grimes focussed on keeping his car 

on the track. He didn’t particularly enjoy the 
race but “(there’s) nothing anyone can do 
about the weather” he mused 
philosophically. He passed Ryan Bowron 
who was another who wasn’t finding the wet 
conditions to his liking.
Grimes caught up with seventh placed Luke 
Woodward but couldn’t find a way by – both 
had lots of occasions when they had to use 
maximum opposite lock.
Finishing ninth was a delighted Ross Craig 
in Grimes’ hire car. He is something of a wet 
weather specialist and so he was in his 
element coming through from the back of 

the grid following his race 2 tyre issues. Dry 
conditions fan, Ryan Bowron, completed the 
Top Ten.
Chris Jones was released from the pit-lane 
after the STs had started. Even though he 
didn’t have to pass the XRs, it still took him a 
lap to catch the back of the Class D train, he 
overtook Adam Bissell on the approach to 
Riches for the second time.
On the next lap, a slide by Chris Rowlands at 
Agostini allowed Jones to gain another place 
before a better exit from Murray’s meant he 
could out-drag Alec Townley down the Senna 
Straight.  Jones  couldn’t  quite  catch up to the 

The XR front runners - Simon
Robinson (68), Jason Hennefer (21)
and Alex Causer (63) splash
towards the first corner
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Race 3 Statistics

Statistics provided by www.tsl-timing.com

Ross Craig/Ryan Bowron battle before the race 
ended.
Due to his retirement in race 2, Simon 
Robinson had to start from the back of the XR 
grid but his best getaway of the weekend 
meant he was soon bursting through on the 
inside of Alex Causer and Jason Hennefer into 
the Class lead. Causer was amazed. “It was as 
though Simon had launch control,” he said.
Once ahead, Robinson really got his head 
down… so much so that he had a brief off at 
Oggies on the opening lap. This didn’t deter 
him as he pressed on to take his second win 
of the weekend some 16 secs ahead of his 
class rivals. Simon was delighted with his 
points haul and turned his attention to the 
next meeting at Cadwell Park, his home 
circuit, where he hopes to have resolved his 
wheel bearing problems once and for all.

Feeling frustrated after another start which 
wasn’t as good as he wanted it to be, Causer 
thought there was an opportunity for 
redemption when he saw Robinson having his 
slide at Oggies but he tried too hard to seize 
the moment and ended up in the barriers 
himself.
With a battered left side to his car, Causer 
reversed away from the Armco and kept 
going. He managed to catch and pass the 
soon to retire Danny Leigh who was still 
battling with his ill-handling Escort but the 
second-placed XR driver, Jason Hennefer, was 
too far ahead to be caught.
The race’s other DNF was Chris Rowlands, he 
too was finding his car difficult to control and 
when he backed it out of his garage the 
following morning, the steering arm fell off!

Given the weather, Danny Leigh had
an appropriate logo on his bonnet!
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This report was produced by

www.gramtext.co.uk

&

ETSL ST-XR Challenge: Snetterton 300, 24th & 25th July 2021

Page: 28 www.st-xrchallenge.com

Lots more great photos are available to buy from the Meeting Gallery:
https://jonelseyphotography.photoshelter.com/gallery/BRSCC-ST-XR-

Challenge-2021-
Snetterton/G0000pu.E3C7s9Tk?fbclid=IwAR3aFYO7MWdB6AMnQwSlz8PBcEMl1p

ytPHI4_fn1nCFTiCqdq9iXUi_rtkk


