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Bowron wins race 1 before disaster strikes in race 2
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The ETSL ST-XR Challenge staged a Double Header at Oulton Park on 16th October. 
Usually, this would be the last meeting of the season but this year the final 2 rounds 
will be at Donington Park on 6th November.

A very impressive 29 cars took part in qualifying – we would have hit the magic 30 
mark but unfortunately Tony Mumford couldn’t repair the engine of his ST in time.

Both races at Oulton Park were of a 15 minute duration with the ST and non-ST 
Classes taking it in turns to start at the front of the grid.



With such a large field, many drivers reported 
they had difficulty finding a clear lap. Beating 
the traffic was Michael Blackburn who made 
sure he was in position to be the first to leave 
the Assembly Area in his ST. Blackburn’s 
second flying lap was good enough to take 
pole. The pace came easily to him, his last lap 
was only 0.059 secs away from his best, 
which caused him to believe that his set up 
was spot on.
Indeed, Blackburn had his car right in the 
sweet spot as he was half a second faster 
than anyone else but the next two drivers – 
Lee Bowron and Chris Grimes – couldn’t have 
been closer with just 0.001 secs separating 
them. Bowron was pleased to be second 
fastest while Grimes reported that his session 
had been “drama free”.

Next up came Chris Jones who was one of 
those frustrated by the traffic. He reported 
that he seemed to pass at least one car every 
lap and often he caught people at the worst 
possible point on the circuit. Fourth fastest 
wasn’t as good as he wanted but he later 
reflected that Blackburn was in a “league of 
his own” during qualifying.
Sam Beckett was happy with his speed but 
disappointed to be fifth in the classification – 
everyone was on such great formed during 
qualifying he rued. Another driver who was 
contented with his speed was Michael Heath 
in sixth.
Someone who suffered a set-back prior to 
the meeting was Lewis Bowron who heard a 
slight knocking noise from his engine as he 
drove  his  racing   car   onto   the   trailer  to 

transport it down to Oulton Park. He knew 
instantly that there was something 
seriously amiss with the bottom end. 
Fortunately his brother, Ryan, wasn’t taking 
part this weekend and so he was able to 
use his machine. Given his lack of 
familiarity with the blue ST, Lewis was 
more than happy to be eighth quickest 
behind Ralph Fernihough.
The fastest non-Class D car was the XR2 of 
Simon Robinson in ninth. He was aiming 
for a time in the 2:05s but it took most of 
the session to get clear of traffic. On his 

best lap he was 8 tenths up on his target 
as early as Shell but then he had to lift 
when he came across double waved 
yellows.
Rounding out the Top Ten was Alec 
Townley who was very pleased with his 
strong qualifying performance.
Just outside the Top Ten was a newcomer 
to the series in the shape of Matt Pimlott 
in a striking white ST. He had previously 
raced a turbocharged saloon in CSCC 
series but he did not regard himself as an 
experience competitor.

During qualifying, some described Michael Blackburn as being in a league of his own

Qualifying
LEAGUE OF HIS OWN

John Spencer brought
along his Class C Fiesta Si
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Qualifying Statistics

Statistics provided by www.tsl-timing.com
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Race 1

ST pole-sitter, Michael Blackburn, was beaten 
off the line by fellow front row starter, Lee 
Bowron who edged right to defend his very 
early lead on the run to the first turn. 
However, the pair of Chris’ on the second row 
– Grimes and Jones – both got even better 
starts although with Bowron moving over 
towards Blackburn they had to go to the left.
As Old Hall approached, Bowron appeared to 
be the first to lift for the corner which allowed 
Blackburn to regain the ground he had lost. 
Momentarily, the quartet were 4 abreast as 
they approached the right hander!
When the corner was reached, Jones had the 

momentum to sweep round the outside of 
everyone into the lead although, as Blackburn 
had the tightest entry, his trajectory took him 
out wide on the exit where he made contact 
with Jones’ right rear which gave the fastest 
driver in qualifying 2.5 degrees of toe-out on 
his tracking and a bent steering rack knuckle.
Blackburn later reported that he was a little 
surprised when the two Chris’ appeared in his 
field of vision as he thought he was only 
contesting the lead with Bowron!
Jones headed the pack on the run down The 
Avenue with Blackburn on his tail. Grimes was 
third as Bowron found himself shuffled down 

from first to fourth in the space of a few 
seconds.
There might have been some magnetic 
attraction between Blackburn’s near side 
front wing and Jones’ offside rear wheel-arch 
as these two body panels made contact again 
as, having carried greater speed through 
Island, Blackburn dived down the inside at 
Shell – from some distance back. This time 
the contact was more severe and Jones was 
sent fish-tailing up the banked corner as 
Blackburn went through into the lead.
Back on the third row, Michael Heath beat 
Sam Beckett off the line and then moved 

across to claim the inside line for Old Hall. 
Beckett headed in the opposite direction to 
open up the first corner allowing him to take 
more momentum down The Avenue and take 
fifth from Heath.
When they reached Hislops on the opening 
lap, Heath spun at the first element due to a 
braking problem which turned out to be a 
wheel bearing issue. All the other STs sped 
past before he re-joined.
Up front, Blackburn edged away in the lead 
as Grimes searched for a way past Jones at 
the same time as defending third from 
Bowron as Beckett held a watching brief. 

SPIN
&

WIN

Despite spinning on the opening lap,
Simon Robinson won the XR Class
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Grimes almost threw it all away when he 
turned in too early for Old Hall and ran wide 
on to the grass at the exit. He kept his foot 
hard down on the accelerator despite his 
Fiesta bouncing feet in the air on the uneven 
surface and just managed to keep Bowron 
behind when they reached Cascades.
The next significant piece of drama occurred 
on lap 5 when Jones understeered wide at 
Druids which allowed Grimes to challenge for 
second around the outside at Lodge. Midway 
through the corner there was contact between 
the pair of them, sending Jones sideways once 
again!
Grimes was second just ahead of Jones as they 
charged across the grid markings. Their 
contact at Lodge allowed Bowron and Beckett 
to get the run on the pair of them. Bowron 
braked late into Old Hall to take the runner-up 
position as Beckett dived down the inside of 
Grimes and Jones to take third. Grimes’ 
positioning on the outside resulted in him 
taking another trip across the green stuff and 
saw him drop from second to fifth in the blink 
of an eye.
Despite his left front wheel not pointing in the 
correct direction, Blackburn now had a healthy 
advantage over Bowron who had Beckett all 
over his back bumper until lap 7 when Beckett 
out-braked himself and slithered across the 
grass triangle at the centre of the Hislops 
chicane. He lost third to Jones as he re-joined 
the track and, as he built back up to racing 
speed up Clay Hill, his team mate Grimes drew 
alongside him.
The two Tensport cars raced towards Druids 
side by side where Beckett, on the outside 
line, lost the rear of his ST and took a trip 
backwards across the gravel trap. Fortunately, 
he didn’t hit anything too solid and for the 
second time on this lap he got back up to 
speed although now he had also been 
demoted by fifth placed Ralph Fernihough.

There were no further changes of order at the 
front of the field as the fifteen minutes drew 
to a close however more were to come after 
the chequered flag was waved.
The on-track winner was called in to see the 
Clerk of the Course. Blackburn thought the 
pass on Jones at Shell during the opening lap 
had been clean but, on seeing the onboard 
footage in Race Control, he knew he was in 
trouble although he was shocked to be 
disqualified and receive 4 points on his 
licence.
After he appealed, this was rescinded and 
replaced with a 10 secs penalty which 
dropped him down to fourth but kept him in 

the hunt for the championship. Thus, Bowron 
was the winner in the final classification. 
Meanwhile Grimes moved up to second after 
a 5 secs penalty was awarded to Jones for 
track limit infringements.
After a fabulous start, Paul Brettell was 
running behind Fernihough in the early 
stages. Conversely, other drivers had a tough 
opening lap. Jordan Shorrock was edged on 
to the grass exiting Old Hall while Richard 
Steele’s getaway was as bad as Brettell’s was 
good meaning he had to put to good use all 
that he had learnt about race-craft during the 
Test Day on the previous Tuesday when he 
ran in close company with Sam Beckett and 

Mark Blunt. The object of the exercise was to 
get Steele used to running at racing speeds 
with other cars around him.
Meanwhile, Alec Townley was “ambushed” by 
the two Matt’s, Pimlott and Eldridge, who 
blasted by either side of him down the Lakeside 
Straight. Eldridge emerged in the lead of this 
trio at Island. Behind them Mark Blunt and 
Chris Rowlands had been side by side since 
they negotiated Cascades and would stay like 
that until Blunt got ahead at Shell. Blunt then 
latched on to the back of Townley as Rowlands 
was passed by Adam Bissell and Richard Steele 
before the end of the lap.
By  the  third  circuit,  Brettell  had   Woodward, 

Chris Grimes (81) leads Ralph
Fernihough (8) up Clay Hill
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Lewis Bowron, Eldridge and Pimlott breathing 
down his neck until Woodward dived down his 
inside at Lodge. This caused Brettell to run 
wide allowing Bowron and Eldridge through.
There was hectic action in the midfield as 
Blunt passed Townley at Old Hall as the next 
lap started… and the place swapping 
continued as Lewis Bowron passed Woodward 
at Shell while Pimlott outdragged Brettell 
coming out of the Brittens chicane and passed 
him over Hill Top.
Blunt made further progress when Brettell ran 
slightly wide at Old Hall allowing Blunt to take 
him round the outside at Cascades. Next time 
the same corner was tackled, Brettell 
disappeared off towards the Fosters loop after 
contact with Townley. He navigated his way 
back to the Lakeside Straight across the grass.
Lap 5 saw Lewis Bowron run a little wide 
exiting Brittens and before he reached Hislops 
he had been passed by Eldridge and Pimlott. 
Next time they negotiated Hislops Pimlott 
made a move on Eldridge but was 
unsuccessful and the resulting loss of 
momentum allowed Lewis Bowron to pull 
alongside him up Clay Hill and get ahead at 
Druids.
Eldridge, Lewis Bowron, Pimlott and Blunt 
reeled in Woodward and on the last lap 
Eldridge dived down the inside of Woodward 
at Cascades. Exiting the corner, the pair made 
contact and Eldridge speared off to the right 
and out of the race. The incident cost 
Woodward some momentum which meant 
Lewis Bowron moved ahead of him at Island.
This meant Lewis Bowron was classified 
seventh with Woodward, Pimlott and Blunt 
crossing the line within a couple of seconds of 
him.
The impact with Brettell smashed Townley’s 
driver’s window and door mirror. Townley 
feared that the mirror was going to detach 

completely and hit him so, as he had resigned 
himself that he wasn’t going to pass Blunt, he 
took things steady to ensure that he made 
the finish in eleventh.
Adam Bissell was on course to finish twelfth 
but in the closing stages he was passed by 
Richard Steele and Chris Rowlands. It could 
have been worse for Bissell because when he 
crossed the line in fourteenth he had the 
recovering Michael Heath and Jordan Shorrock 
write on his tail plus Matthew Spencer not too 
far behind.
Due to work commitments, this was the first 
time that Spencer had raced in 2021 and he 
was feeling a little rusty!

Another driver who was getting up to speed 
having not raced for a while was Pete 
Lancashire who had been tempted to return 
to the series by the offer of the loan of a car 
for this meeting from Dave Fairclough. His 
last race was 2 years ago in a Mazda MX5 so 
his learning curve was made steeper by 
having to get used to front-wheel-drive once 
more. He followed Spencer home.
Our final ST finisher was Paul Brettell 
following his early clash with Alec Townley as 
Ron Loffstadt retired at Island Bend just after 
half distance as the handling of his car had 
been deteriorating. Earlier during 
scrutineering his car had failed the ride 

height test (Aalin Loftstadt put it down to Ron 
eating too many pies!). Having adjusted his 
suspension settings to rectify the problem, Ron 
was distracted when he was fitting one of his 
front wheels which meant it was working loose 
after the race began and would probably have 
made a bid for freedom had he not stopped. 
In the XR Class, it was Simon Robinson’s XR2 
and Jason Hennefer XR3i on the front row. Alex 
Causer was third on the grid having been 
unable to find a clear lap in his XR2 during 
qualifying. It was Causer who made the best 
start but he was unable to find the space 
between Robinson and Hennefer to advance. He 
then  tried  to  go  down the inside of Robinson 

Matt Eldridge (20) leads Lewis Bowron (44),
Matt Pimlott (24) and Mark Blunt (3)
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Race 1 Statistics

Statistics provided by www.tsl-timing.com

but the class pole-sitter covered that move 
too.
Causer wasn’t deterred and at Cascades he 
was diving down the inside of Hennefer 
looking to take second when suddenly he was 
the leading XR runner!
In the Assembly Area, Robinson’s nephew, 
Dan, had cautioned him to be careful as the 
ambient temperature was quite cool and there 
wouldn’t be as much heat in his tyres as usual 
however going through the first corner there 
seemed no lack of grip to Simon but of course, 
Oulton Park is a circuit that has mostly right 
handers and so Robinson’s offside rear tyre 
probably wouldn’t have been warmed up quite 
so well on the green flag lap. When he turned 
left at Cascades, he spun. Hennefer had to 
brake hard to avoid him which allowed Causer 
to move ahead of both of them.
As it took time for Hennefer to regain his 
momentum, the XR2s of Lee Shropshire and 
the slow starting Paul Green had also passed 
him by the time he got to Island. The Escort 
driver was soon fighting back however and he 
passed Green heading into Brittens only to 
take a trip across the grass at the final apex of 
the chicane allowing Green to get back ahead.
Disaster then struck Hennefer when he lost the 
rear of his Class B car entering Hislops. He 
caught the slide but the pendulum effect spun 
him round in the opposite direction and he 
made light contact with the tyre wall. Everyone 
went past him except for Daniel Cooper in his 
XR2 who had copied Robinson by spinning at 
Cascades.
So, at the end of an action packed first lap, 
Causer led the XRs from Shropshire and Green 
although the latter became detached from the 
two leaders when they passed one of the 
slower STs. Causer got his head down to pull 

away from Shropshire during the first part of 
the contest but then he got delayed passing 
Loffstadt with his wobbily wheel and so 
Shropshire was able to reduce the gap by six 
lengths.
Causer tried a little too hard to restore his 
advantage and got very sideways exiting 
Brittens. As Shropshire went by, Causer 
smashed into the driver’s side of Shropshire’s 
vehicle causing extensive damage to both 
cars – but not enough to prevent either from 
finishing the race.
While Causer continued and was destined to 
finish as the fourth XR, Shropshire was 
leading his class in his first race for 2 years 
but his battered car was reeled in and passed 
by Green. However, both were being caught 
by Robinson who, after his first lap spin, had 
got his head down and picked off the cars 
ahead one by one.
At the end of the penultimate lap Robinson 
passed Shropshire entering Lodge. Up ahead, 
Green saw the last lap board and then saw 
Robinson closing in his mirrors. He drove as 
hard as he could but Robinson caught and 
passed him at Druids. Green was both gutted 
to miss out on the win but happy to finish 
second.
Shropshire’s XR2 followed Brettell’s delayed 
ST across the line.
Despite his opening lap close encounter with 
the tyre wall, Jason Hennefer was the winner 
of Class B ahead of Danny Leigh.
It was good to see an entrant out in a Class C 
car at this meeting. John Spencer was the man 
in the Fiesta Si.
Daniel Cooper persevered with an incorrect 
set-up to bring his car home as the final 
finisher.
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Race 2

The XRs started race 2 from the front of the 
grid – the drivers in these older cars love 
being at the front of the field in the thick of 
the action.
Simon Robinson and Paul Green lined up on 
the front row and were side by side on the 
run down to Old Hall with the former taking 
the lead. Behind them Alex Causer was 
having a good start to the race as he took 
third from Lee Shropshire exiting the first 
corner.
At Cascades, Green ran a little wide and by 
the time Island was reached, he had been 
passed by Alex Causer and Lee Shropshire. 

Then Jason Hennefer took him round the 
outside at Shell.
Hennefer was on a roll as he also took the 
outside line when he drew alongside 
Shropshire as they entered Druids before 
completing the move and securing third place 
in his Escort at Lodge.
Out front, after cold tyres caught him out at 
the beginning of race 1, Robinson was driving 
with a degree of caution in the early stages of 
this encounter but then he put his foot down 
and eased away from Causer who had made a 
poor tyre choice which meant he had very 
little grip at the rear.  His main focus was 

therefore on defending his position from 
Hennefer.
With space opened up to his pursuers, 
Robinson maintained the gap and tried not to 
put his car under too much stress as, with 
one eye on the championship, he wanted to 
preserve his Fiesta for the final meeting of 
the season at Donington Park. He also kept 
his eye on his mirrors for the ST front-
runners closing in on him but they never 
appeared!
So Robinson stroked his car home to take his 
second outright win of the season making the 
03:30 start from his home in Lincolnshire 

that morning seem very worthwhile.
Behind him, Causer successfully defended 
the runner-up spot from Hennefer. The Class 
B winner couldn’t quite get close enough to 
mount a challenge especially as he kept 
running wide at Brittens. Causer really could 
have done with netting at least one victory at 
this meeting to keep his Class A 
Championship hopes alive thus he was a little 
disappointed.
On the penultimate lap Paul Green managed 
to get ahead of Lee Shropshire to be the 
fourth XR driver to take the flag. Shropshire 
was grateful to Chris Rowlands  who  put  his

The ST battle in race 2 wasn’t
decided until the closing stages

ST THRILLER
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bodyshop skills to good use on the panels that 
had got damaged in race 1.
Daniel Cooper’s XR2 was handling much more 
to his liking in this encounter although there 
was a coming together between him and Si 
driver, John Cooper, at Cascades which put the 
latter out of the race. Cooper completed the 
finishers in Class A while Danny Leigh was 
second to Hennefer in Class B.
Meanwhile, before the ST cars had (officially) 
got underway there was drama when Matt 
Pimlott was confused as this was the first time 
he had started behind the XRs. Rather than 
wait for the Union Flag to drop he charged 
away when the red lights went out, shooting 
past the stationary Class D cars on the 4 rows 
ahead of him before realising his mistake and 
jamming on his brakes.
Another with an “itchy trigger finger” was 
Chris Grimes who was on the outside of the 
front row alongside Lee Bowron. Grimes began 
to move just before the starter dropped the 
flag to unleash this section of the race and 
then jumped on the brake pedal to check his 
movement just as everyone else set off which 
ruined his race as far as getting on the podium 
was concerned. He enjoyed the contest, 
nonetheless.
Grimes’ woes meant Bowron took the lead on 
the run down to Old Hall but when he reached 
the first corner he had the fast starting Chris 
Jones alongside him. Sam Beckett was another 
to gain ground away from the grid – he 
reckoned he had made his best ever start to 
be third at turn 1 ahead of Grimes and Michael 
Blackburn.
Bowron and Jones were neck and neck all the 
way down The Avenue. At Cascades, Jones 
nosed in front on the exit of the corner. He 
thought he was completely ahead and used all 
of the track but there was still some overlap so 
Bowron ended up on the grass where he lost 
control of his car. He spun round and ended 

up in the middle of the track facing the wrong 
way.
Somehow everyone missed him although 
Bowron must have been waiting for a big 
impact to occur.
Jones was out front when he reached Shell 
ahead of Beckett, Grimes and Blackburn while 
Michael Heath was up to fifth having made up 
10 places. He got a good run through the 
chaos on the Lakeside Straight as everyone 
avoided Bowron.
At the start of lap 2, Beckett ran wide at Old 
Hall which handed second place to Grimes. 
Next time past the pits, Grimes was alongside 
Jones and Heath was challenging Blackburn 

but there were no changes of position 
amongst the front 5. Heath was really putting 
Blackburn under pressure to such an extent 
that in braking as late as possible to hold him 
off, Blackburn ran into the back of Beckett at 
Shell
Almost immediately afterwards, the quintet 
was broken up with Jones and Grimes pulling 
out a few lengths as everyone tried to pass 
one of the XR runners at Brittens. Beckett lost 
some momentum over Hill Top and was 
passed by Blackburn at Hislops.
The next time they arrived at Hislops, 
Blackburn had already bridged the gap to 
Grimes while Heath had pulled off and retired 

at Brittens. One of the bottom ball joints had 
separated from the hub – fortunately Heath had 
felt it happen and stopped the car before he 
lost control.
Beckett now couldn’t keep pace with the front 3 
because he had too much understeer and 
slipped back although he had a huge gap to 
Mark Blunt in fifth.
Lap 5 saw Blackburn passing Grimes for second 
down the inside at Shell. He was immediately 
on the back bumper of the leader, Jones, who 
was having problems slowing his car down – 
the issue turned out to be a problem with the 
offside front wheel bearing.
Blackburn stayed in the leader’s slip-stream 

Chris Rowlands enjoyed some nice, close
racing. Here he holds off Matt Pimlott
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until Jones’ braking problems caused him to 
run a little wide at Lodge. This allowed 
Blackburn to carry more speed through Deer 
Leap and take a race-winning lead at Old Hall.
Grimes’ earlier over-eager get away resulted 
in a 10 second penalty for starting out of 
position which meant he dropped to fourth in 
Class D in the final classification behind 
Beckett but ahead of Mark Blunt who gained 
places during the course of the 15 minutes 
having ceded a few positions in the first 
couple of corners of the contest.
By the end of the opening lap, Blunt was 
already on the move as when Adam Bissell 
passed Lewis Bowron at Lodge, Blunt was able 
to carry more momentum out of the corner 
and had overtaken both of them by the time 
they reached Old Hall.
He then gained another place when Ralph 
Fernihough, who was having a great battle 
with Luke Woodward, carried a little too much 
speed into Hislops and half spun in the middle 
element. Two corners later and Woodward slid 
wide at Lodge to give Blunt the run on him 
into Old Hall.
Woodward wasn’t giving in and soon it was he 
who was on the inside of Blunt at Lodge before 
completing the pass at Old Hall however Blunt 
got a good run down The Avenue and got back 
ahead at Cascades. Next time around it was 
the last lap and Woodward was passed by 
Lewis Bowron at Shell to be classified sixth in 
Class D.
Behind Woodward came Lee Bowron who had 
charged up the order following his first lap 
gyration at Cascades. He had passed 
Fernihough and Bissell on the last lap. They all 
crossed the line in a 5 car gaggle which 
included Matt Eldridge (who came up from the 
back of the grid after his surprise exit on the 
last lap of race 1) and Richard Steele. The 
latter had a better start than in the first race 
but it was still far from ideal. Steele felt he 

finished both contests further down the order 
than he should have done due to his poor get 
aways but, despite that, he had really enjoyed 
his day battling in the midfield which is what 
club racing is all about.
Jordan Shorrock was the next car home after a 
frustrating day as he couldn’t find the speed 
he wanted. Indeed, the highlight of Oulton 
Park for him was hearing that his good friend 
Gareth Pilling had won the Driver of the 
Meeting award last time out at Cadwell Park 
just before his season ended early due to 
family commitments. This time around the 
accolade went to Jason Hennefer.
Shorrock crossed the line with Chris Rowlands 
and Alec Townley right on his tail. Following 
his close encounter with Paul Brettell earlier in 
the day, Townley was grateful to Michael 
Heath for supplying a replacement door 
mirror, however, when Lee Bowron was facing 

the wrong way on the opening lap of this 
contest, Townley came very close to 
collecting him. He had to slow almost to a 
stand-still and didn’t fully recover his 
momentum until he reached Brittens.
Many cars went by Townley before he was 
back up to speed and then he couldn’t find a 
way to overtake them so he had rather a 
frustrating race. Despite this, Townley 
enjoyed the meeting – especially as he had 
the speed to qualify in the Top Ten – and 
vows to work on his race-craft, especially on 
the opening lap, in a bid to improve for next 
season.
Matthew Spencer continued to get back up to 
speed following his absence from the race 
tracks this season and spent just about the 
entire race holding off Paul Brettell.
For Pete Lancaster there was a sense of relief 
as he crossed the line because he had 

achieved his number 1 objective which was to 
bring the car he had loaned off David 
Fairclough home without a scratch on it. He 
had only made the decision to take part in this 
meeting a couple of days earlier but is now 
seriously considering postponing his retirement 
from racing and replacing his MX5 with an ST.
In hindsight, Matt Pimlott wished he had kept 
his foot down after he made his jumped start 
rather than stopping and waiting for the field to 
go by as the stewards gave him a drive-
through penalty regardless of his mitigating 
actions. When Pimlott re-joined from the pit 
lane he gave Ron Loffstadt something of a 
scare when he passed him at Knickerbrook and 
then ended up broadsides across the track 
having lost control. Fortunately, contact was 
avoided and the pair were our final finishers in 
the ST Class.

The XR leaders head
into Brittens
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Race 2 Statistics

Statistics provided by www.tsl-timing.com
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