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2021 was a fantastic year for the ETSL ST-XR Challenge and it drew to a close in early 
November with a Double Header on the National layout of the Donington Park circuit.

The overall and Class D championships went down to the wire with 3 drivers still in 
contention ahead of the final round of the series.

Afterwards, many drivers wished to express their gratitude to our co-ordinators, Dave 
Fairclough and Chris Flynn, for organising a fabulous season of racing.



Chris Grimes had a drama-free session and 
set the fastest lap in qualifying with a 1:25.1. 
His lap timer indicated that he could shave off 
a further 3 tenths with a perfect lap so that is 
what he was aiming for but the 15 minutes 
ended before he was able to achieve it.
In the cool conditions, Michael Blackburn had 
taken his time to feel the grip level and get 
heat in his tyres. When P2 appeared on his pit 
board he did a slow lap to cool everything 
down before pushing again towards the end 
of the session. However, he couldn’t improve 
his lap time because the car was beginning to 
understeer a little. Blackburn believed he had 
got the best out of the car but it just wasn’t 
fast enough this time.
Chris Jones was happy that Grimes was 
quickest because it prevented the point for 

pole position going to any of his 
championship rivals. Jones had not tackled 
Donington’s curves since 2005 when he was 
driving his XR3i. He thoroughly enjoyed it 
and was pleased to be so high up on the 
time-sheets close to the pace of Grimes and 
Blackburn.
Another happy driver was Sam Beckett – he 
didn’t think he could have gone any faster 
but it was something of a surprise when he 
discovered that he was only fourth quickest 
as he was first or second through much of 
the session.
Fifth fastest was Michael Heath. He was 
ahead of Lee Bowron and his son Ryan. 
These two had tested at the venue prior to 
the meeting. The benefits of this were 
demonstrated by Lee’s other son, Lewis, who 

had his first experience of driving the 
circuit during this session – eleventh was 
the best he could do. While Ryan was happy 
to be seventh, Lee was “curious” as to why 
he wasn’t closer to the front running pace.
At Oulton Park’s previous meeting, Mark 
Blunt’s qualifying session had been 
hampered by traffic but he had no such 
issues here at Donington and qualified 
eighth fastest. This time, it was Matt 
Pimlott’s turn to be frustrated by others 

disrupting the flow of his progress 
although he blamed himself for not 
finding the space he needed as set the 
ninth best time. The Top Ten was 
completed by Luke Woodward.
In the XR Class, Alex Causer set pole – 
fifteenth overall – ahead of his chief rival, 
Simon Robinson, who had taken things 
steady to ensure his car would be in one 
piece for the races as he closed in on the 
Class A Championship.

“No drama” was how Chris Grimes described qualifying as he set the fastest time

Qualifying
NO DRAMAS

Michael Blackburn got the maximum
out of his understeering car
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Qualifying Statistics

Statistics provided by www.tsl-timing.com
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Race 1

A slow start by ST pole-man Chris Grimes 
contrasted with the super getaway Michael 
Blackburn made and it allowed him to take a 
comfortable lead into Redgate with his 
Championship rival, Chris Jones, right on his 
tail. Grimes ran side by side around Redgate 
with Sam Beckett who started from fourth on 
the grid. The latter was unable to improve on 
that position as Grimes out accelerated him 
coming out of the first corner.
Grimes had no explanation for his slow start 
except that maybe it was because he was on 
the dirty side of the grid. He wasn’t too 
concerned however as there was a long way 

to go and, following his performance in 
qualifying, he knew he had great speed in his 
car.
Because there was only a short time between 
qualifying and this contest, Blackburn was 
only able to make the most basic of checks to 
his Fiesta and was unable to find anything 
that would explain the tendency to 
understeer which emerged in qualifying. 
Therefore, during the opening lap, Jones was 
able to gradually edge nearer to Blackburn 
until the duo reached McLean’s where Jones 
was caught out by his loose set up which 
unsettled the rear of his car. Although Jones 

caught the resulting slide, he ended up 
running wide on the exit of the corner 
allowing Grimes to get through into second.
The lack of momentum for Jones on the short 
straight up to Coppice meant Beckett was 
able to look down his inside but he decided 
to play it safe and ducked back into the slip-
stream. Perhaps he should have stayed where 
he was as, when the corner was reached, Lee 
Bowron seized the moment and dived 
through to take fourth.
As the pack crossed the line to complete the 
opening circuit, Bowron had more momentum 
coming out of the chicane and drew 

alongside Jones as they approached Redgate 
but Jones held his position. With Bowron a 
long way from the apex as he gave the third 
placed driver racing room, Beckett was able 
to get his revenge and he carried more speed 
through Hollywood and down the Craner 
Curves to retake fourth. This was great 
racing!
In sixth, Michael Heath was right behind 
Beckett and Bowron waiting to take 
advantage of any grassy moments. 
Grimes had more pace than the understeer-
plagued Blackburn and, due to having great 
confidence in his brakes,  he was able to dive 

A
JUST

CAUSER
Alex Causer converted the
XR pole into the class win
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down the inside at Redgate at the start of lap 
3 to hit the front. He then held a tight line on 
the exit to defend from any cut-back 
manoeuvres Blackburn may have attempted 
however Blackburn made a conscious decision 
not to battle too hard with Grimes as he didn’t 
want to delay the pair of them and allow the 
rest of the pack to catch up.
Next time they passed the pits, Grimes had 
already opened out a small advantage and now 
it was Jones’ turn to put the second placed 
driver under pressure, forcing him to take the 
defensive line into the first corner.
By this time, the pressure from behind on 
Jones had eased after Beckett dropped back a 
few lengths when Lee Bowron attempted to 
pass him at McLean’s. A lap later and Beckett 
braked too late for the chicane. He had to slow 
to avoid hitting the tyre bail at the second 
element. This allowed Lee Bowron to get a run 
on him and take fourth down the pits straight.
As Grimes motored on to win by just under 4 
seconds, Jones kept trying to make a move on 
Blackburn but just couldn’t find a way by until 
lap 8 when Blackburn’s increasing levels of 
understeer exiting Coppice allowed Jones to 
carry more momentum down Starkey’s Straight 
and move ahead.
However, Blackburn wasn’t giving up the place 
that easily and nipped back ahead exiting 
Redgate. Their place swapping allowed the 
battle for fourth to close in so now we had 
Blackburn, Jones, Lee Bowron, Beckett and 
Michael Heath all in contention for the runner-
up position. Before the end of the lap, 
Blackburn ran wide coming out of McLean’s 
allowing Jones to get back into second before 
they reached Coppice. Things got even worse 
for Blackburn as Lee Bowron pushed him down 
to fourth heading down to the chicane.
Exiting the final corner, Beckett tried to 
demote Blackburn further but his advances 
were repelled. Then, in a flash, Heath had 

passed Beckett.
At the start of the last lap, Beckett took fifth 
from Heath into Redgate having got a superb 
run out of the chicane while down the Craner 
Curves and into the Old Hairpin, Blackburn 
was taking third from Lee Bowron.
As he was on the outside line at the Old 
Hairpin, Lee Bowron lost momentum through 
Starkey’s Bridge and by the time they reached 
Schwantz Curve he had Heath to his left and 
Beckett on his right. Three into one wouldn’t 
fit. Beckett’s left rear made contact with Lee 
Bowron’s right front turning him across the 
front of Bowron and into Heath.
Despite being the filling of the sandwich, 
Bowron came off best and finished in fourth. 

Beckett headed off into the McLean’s gravel 
trap, were he stayed. The same fate almost 
befell Heath but he kept the power on as he 
drifted through the kitty litter and had 
enough momentum to get back onto the 
tarmac. The incident caused a fair amount of 
damage to his car and exiting the chicane 
Heath was out-dragged by Ryan Bowron 
who claimed fifth.
The latter made an average start which 
resulted in him trailing Mark Blunt and Luke 
Woodward down the Craner Curves. He was 
then able to draw alongside Woodward 
exiting the Old Hairpin and the pair were 
pretty much wheel to wheel, with Matt 
Pimlott looking to join in the fun, all the way 
to McLean’s. Unfortunately, at this point 

Woodward couldn’t find the grip he needed on 
the outside line and speared off through the 
gravel. He came oh-so-close to hitting the 
barriers and was able to re-join, albeit much 
further down the order.
As the midfield battle crossed the line for the 
first time Blunt ran seventh ahead of Ryan 
Bowron and Pimlott there was then a small gap 
to Tony Mumford, Adam Bissell, Lewis Bowron, 
Chris Rowlands plus the Tensport Performance 
trio of Richard Steele, Andrew Walton and 
Jordan Shorrock.
When Redgate was tackled for the second time, 
Pimlott had a look down Ryan Bowron’s inside 
but had a very sideways moment and had to 
follow him through Hollywood. Meanwhile, just 
at the same time, Bissell overtook Mumford.
Continued on page 14

Michael Blackburn (55) battled with
Chris Jones (27) over secnnd place
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Race 1 Statistics

Statistics provided by www.tsl-timing.com

It was clear Pimlott had more speed than Ryan 
Bowron. He was looking to pass around his 
outside at McLean’s and then on the inside at 
Coppice. The latter move was more successful 
and they charged down Starkey’s Straight side 
by side before Pimlott moved ahead at the 
chicane as Ryan Bowron held on to a sideways 
moment in his wake.
Pimlott immediately broke away and must 
have been thinking about putting pressure on 
Blunt but then he had a big slide at the Old 
Hairpin which allowed Ryan Bowron to get 
back on his tail.
Having gathered himself back together, 
Pimlott caught up with Blunt once more and 
started to put him under pressure. Eventually, 
Blunt carried too much speed into the chicane 
which meant he was very slow through the 
second element. In avoiding running into the 
back of Blunt, Pimlott found himself on the 
grass exiting the complex. Ryan Bowron was 
far enough back to go through the chicane 
without hindrance giving him the speed to 
pass both of them down the start/finish 
straight.
Blunt got back up to speed a couple of 
seconds behind Ryan Bowron but Pimlott also 
lost places to Bissell and Lewis Bowron. The 
latter was recovering from his bad start and at 
the very next corner, Redgate, passed Bissell 
just as the mud on Pimlott’s tyres caused him 
to spin off backwards and loose 3 more 
places. It was all happening in this midfield 
battle!
…and it wasn’t over yet as Bissell repassed 
Lewis Bowron through Hollywood but not for 
long as Lewis Bowron out-braked him into the 
Old Hairpin however he was carrying too 
much speed to avoid running on to the grass 
at the exit. So Bissell was back ahead and now 
had a few car lengths advantage.
On the next lap, Lewis Bowron once again 
passed Bissett at Redgate but on this occasion 

he kept a tight line on the exit to prevent 
Bissell coming back through at Hollywood.
Their dicing had allowed Tony Mumford and 
Richard Steele to close in. Both passed Bissell 
at Coppice although the move allowed Lewis 
Bowron to make a break.
Pimlott was working his way back up the 
order after his spin at Redgate and passed 
Mumford for ninth on the penultimate lap. 
This became eighth when Lewis Bowron 
received a 5 second track limits penalty.
In the closing stages, Richard Steele lost 
twelfth to Andrew Walton who was making his 
debut in the series at the wheel of the 
Tensport Performance hire car. Things got 
worse for Steele as he was another to receive 
a 5 secs penalty which dropped him behind 
Shorrock.
The next car to cross the line was Class A 
winner, Alex Causer. Based on his 
experiences throughout the year, Causer 
feared Robinson would beat him away from 
the line when this section of the race got 
underway but his worries were unfounded as 
he was ahead into Redgate. It was then a 
question of the XR leader getting down the 
Craner Curves and through the Old Hairpin in 
the cool of a November morning before his 
tyres were fully up to temperature on this 
unforgiving circuit.
Out of Coppice, Robinson got a run on Causer 
who switched to the inside line as they raced 
down Starkey’s Straight to the Chicane where 
Robinson looked to go around the outside at 
the first element but ran wide. This handed 
Causer a 2 second advantage which, with the 
help of his Dad, he was able to manage until 
the closing stages when his engine went off-
song. Fortunately, for him, Robinson had got 
into difficulty negotiating some of the ST 
runners. As Causer passed one of them, 
Robinson tried to overtake on the other side 
but found himself forced off the road.

It took him a lap to recover the lost ground 
and complete the pass only for the driver to 
fight back at the chicane. Robinson had to 
move off the correct line and then spun into 
the tyre wall at the middle apex. He 
recovered but with Causer a long way ahead 
of him, Robinson decided to just cruise 
round at the back of the field to get to the 
finish.
This meant the second XR car home was the 
Escort of Jason Hennefer – he was separated 

from Causer at the flag by Chris Rowlands 
who, despite making a good start, struggled 
to select fourth gear throughout this race.
Hennefer was unhappy with the speed with 
which he left the grid but was pleased that he 
lapped faster than he had done in qualifying. 
Luke Woodward recovered from his trip 
across the gravel at McLean’s on lap 1 to 
finish ahead of Ron Loffstadt who was the last 
ST driver to take the flag.
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Race 2

Heading into the final encounter of the 
season, there were three drivers still with the 
chance of taking the overall and Class D titles 
– Chris Jones, Michael Blackburn and Lee 
Bowron. Just to spice things up further, the 
light was fading as dusk began to fall and 
dark clouds overhead deposited light rain on 
the circuit.
The 3 XR cars set off first with Class A 
champion-elect, Simon Robinson, at the back 
of the trio following his ultra-conservative 
approach to the latter stages of race 1. On 
pole, Alex Causer’s engine was now sounding 
much better than at the end of the opening 

encounter after the cam’ followers were 
changed in the paddock. When the red lights 
went out, Causer had too much wheelspin but 
still managed to prevent Jason Hennefer from 
taking the lead from the outside of the front 
row at Redgate. Indeed, Robinson took 
second from the Escort driver at the first 
corner and latched on to the back of Causer.
After his cautious approach proved to be 
unsuccessful earlier in the day, Robinson was 
going all out for the win this time, however, 
at the end of the opening circuit the duel 
between the two XR2s was put on hold for a 
couple of laps by the appearance of the 

Safety Car.
This was scrambled to allow the ST of Matt 
Pimlott to be removed from the firing line. 
There had been contact on Pimlott’s right 
rear from another car exiting Redgate. 
Heading down the Craner Curves it appeared 
as though Pimlott’s suspension broke. He 
wrestled at the wheel to keep the car under 
control and, somehow, he managed the feat 
but his swerves caused a few palpitations for 
those around him. Tony Mumford feared he 
was going to T-bone the white Fiesta and 
took to the grass… but the green stuff was 
very slippery causing him to lose control and 

hit Pimlott hard. 
Both cars came to rest at the edge of the 
track. Mumford managed to re-join at the 
back of the pack however Pimlott’s ST was 
beached in the gravel with a fair amount of 
damage. The shell was twisted while the stub 
axles and rear beam were bent. 
The race was neutralised for a couple of laps 
after which the restart didn’t go how Causer 
had wanted it to. When the Safety Car put its 
lights out halfway down Starkey’s Straight, 
Causer noticed he had a large gap behind 
him so when the Safety Car accelerated, 
Causer immediately went with him thinking it 

The sun set’s on the 2021 season
as the final round gets underway

SUNSET BOULEVARD
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would give him an uncatchable advantage. 
However, this meant Causer had to slow 
significantly when the Safety Car negotiated 
the chicane prior to pulling into the pits 
allowing Robinson and everyone else to get 
the run on him through the complex.
To Causer’s distress, Robinson drew alongside 
him as they crossed the grid hatchings and 
moved ahead once the start/finish line had 
been crossed. Meanwhile the ST leader, Chris 
Jones, blasted past all the XR cars in one hit! 
Thanks to the full course yellow negating their 
20 secs starting advantage, we weren’t going 
to see one of the older cars taking victory this 
weekend.
When Redgate was reached, Jones was able to 
open up a gap over his nearest Class D 
challenger, Chris Grimes, as the latter was 
delayed by the battle between Robinson and 
Causer.
Grimes had been on the ST pole but his 
second sub-optimal start of the day had 
allowed Jones to seize the initiative after 
another good getaway. Amazingly, the third 
car in this class was driven by Mark Blunt who 
had lined up seventh on this section of the 
grid. He made a demon move down the inside 
at the first corner which saw him come out of 
the bend ahead of two Michaels – Blackburn 
and Heath – and two Bowrons – Lee and Ryan. 
He proved to everyone that, despite the light 
rain, there was still plenty of grip available.
After the restart, Grimes weaved to the left 
down the Craner Curves to pass Causer and 
then weaved to the right to overtake Robinson 
into the Old Hairpin. Behind there was about 
to be 3 abreast action as Blunt passed 
Hennefer through Starkey’s Bridge but 
Blackburn had the run on the pair of them and 
was ahead when they tackled McLean’s.
To his frustration, further investigation 
between the two races failed to reveal a reason 
for the understeer that thwarted Blackburn at 

Donington nonetheless he made set up 
changes to the front of his car to try and find 
more grip.
Given the tricky conditions, Grimes decided 
second place would be a good result and so 
drove with safety at the forefront of his mind 
therefore, with Blackburn not gaining any 
further places after he took third from Blunt, 
Chris Jones just had to keep it on the black 
stuff to win the race. In doing so, he claimed 
the Class D and overall titles. Chris had been 
a class champion 3 times in the late 
‘Noughties but this was the first time he had 
taken the overall crown.
“It has been a fantastic season and the top 5 

drivers all would have been worthy 
champions,” reflected Jones afterwards. He 
was grateful for the appearance of the Safety 
Car in the early stages of this final round as it 
gave the track time to dry and become more 
suited to the set up he was running.
The battle for fourth was far from over. At the 
end of lap 4, Blunt had Lee Bowron and 
Michael Heath right on his tail although next 
time they came down Starkey’s Straight, the 
gearbox let go on Heath’s car. He retired to 
the pits with plans to sell the ST and return 
“home” to his XR2.
Another driver who failed to finish was Sam 
Beckett. He started from the back of the grid 

following his crash in race 1 but was well up 
into the midfield when the Safety Car came out 
having gained loads of places as everyone 
avoided Pimlott’s incident. However, when 
racing resumed Beckett’s engine refused to rev 
coming out of the Old Hairpin. With no power 
coming from his motor, he decided to pull up 
immediately rather than risk further damage. 
The issue may have been related to the 
accident earlier in the day.
Blunt and Lee Bowron came up to the XR front 
runners, Robinson and Causer, which delayed 
them slightly allowing Ryan Bowron and Richard 
Steele to briefly close in until they had their 
own battle with the XR2s.

Chris Grimes fitted underglow lighting
to illuminate the November gloom
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Eventually, Lee Bowron made his move and 
took fourth from Blunt at the chicane on lap 7 
as Ryan Bowron closed in on Blunt’s back 
bumper. He no longer had Steele in tow as it 
took him a while to get through the Class A 
traffic, especially after some wheel to wheel 
action with Causer through the Old Hairpin. 
These shenanigans also delayed Causer and 
allowed Robinson to open up a 3 second gap 
to his XR rival. Causer was able to bring this 
gap back down and he got alongside Robinson 
a few times going down the Craner Curves but 
felt he wasn’t brave enough to complete the 
pass at the Old Hairpin. Expecting the rain to 
be more than a little drizzle, Robinson had put 
a soft set up on his car but was finding the 
handling quite manageable.
On the penultimate lap, Ryan Bowron tried to 
go round the outside of Blunt at the chicane 
but ended up running wide. By the time he had 
gathered everything together Steele was back 
on his tail although Ryan managed to keep 
him at bay to take sixth at the flag.
Three and abit seconds after Steele crossed 
the line, Simon Robinson took the flag to 
secure the Class A win and confirm himself as 
the champion in that category. He was 
delighted to bring the car home in one piece – 
Causer was just 0.232 secs behind him. 
Robinson hasn’t found the speed in the red 
XR2 that he acquired prior to the start of last 
season which he had in the old blue one which 
he passed on to Ben Thomas but intends to 
undertake an intensive testing schedule over 
the Winter to unlock the full potential of his 
current racer.
Causer thoroughly enjoyed his debut season in 
the series – his enthusiasm has been 
infectious – and hopes to return next year if he 
can find the budget.
For most of the 15 minute contest, Adam 
Bissell held off Jordan Shorrock. He took the 
flag in tenth, half a second ahead of the 

Tensport Performance-tended driver.
This time, Lewis Bowron made an excellent 
start but then lost many places avoiding the 
lap 1 incident on the Craner Curves. He 
finished twelfth ahead of Luke Woodward and 
Andrew Walton.
The battle-scarred Tony Mumford made it 
home in fifteenth. His car had taken a “huge 
hit” in the driver’s side rear three-quarters 
area in the contact with Pimlott. The Fiesta 
was in something of a state of shock when it 
came to rest on the edge of the gravel trap – 
the hazard lights were flashing and the ABS 
warning indicator had appeared on the 
dashboard.

Tony got going again and weaved to remove 
as much gravel from under his car as 
possible. He had more or less caught up with 
the back of the crocodile when the Safety Car 
peeled off into the pitlane but the car didn't 
feel right. The rear was snapping around 
under heavy braking due to the ABS issue 
and the car was moving around a little more 
than usual in the corners.
Nonetheless, Tony managed to overtake a 
few cars and, had the race been a little 
longer, he believed he had the pace to pass a 
few more. Since the meeting he has taken a 
look at the car. The rear quarter is beyond 
repair and the axle is pushed over a little – 

no wonder the handling was awry!
Jason Hennefer brought his Escort home safe 
and sound to claim the Class B title. He sold his 
white XR3i during the season and finish the 
year in Ryan Bowron’s old car.
Our final finishers for 2021 were Chris 
Rowlands and Ron Loffstadt. Soon after the 
meeting ended Rowlands posted on social 
media that he was going to sell his car to focus 
on other projects but it looks like he is still 
going to be involved in the ST-XR Challenge 
next year. He says, “It would be easier to break 
out of Alcatraz than leave the series!” 

Midfield battlers: Lewis Bowron (44), Luke
Woodward (26), Androw Walton (85) and
Jason Hennefer (21)
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Race 2 Statistics

Statistics provided by www.tsl-timing.com
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This report was produced by
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