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INTRODUCTIONINTRODUCTION

August saw the Vinyl Detail ST-XR Challenge head East to the fabulous circuit that is Cadwell 
Park where seventeen cars took part in a qualifying session that lasted for 20 minutes on 
Saturday morning.

Race 1 was of the same duration later that day and then there were a couple of 15 minute 
“sprints” on Sunday.

Amongst our regular drivers, it was great to see a couple of familiar faces making a return 
to the series while Oliver Hunt ran as a guest in a National Championship specification 
ST150 as a test ahead of a proposed merger with the ST-XR Challenge for next season.
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QUALIFYINGQUALIFYING

With it being a 20 minute qualifying session 
instead of the usual 15, Michael Blackburn 
decided to split it into 2 halves – taking a break 
after 3 flat out laps in his Class D Fiesta ST150 
before going out in the final few minutes to 
do a couple more. The plan worked with no 
dramas as he set times that were good enough 
for pole both times that he ventured out.

However, there were a couple of other drivers 
who reckoned they could have prevented 
Blackburn from having things all his own way 
if the fates had been kinder to them.

One of these was Simon Robinson. The driver 
who lives close to Cadwell Park was running his 
Class A Fiesta XR2 and rued losing a little time 
in the latter part of his final flying lap when he 
missed his braking point at the bottom of The 
Mountain. Up to that point, he was 3 tenths 
up and set to take pole. Nonetheless, prior to 
the session, he had no expectations of being 
second fastest in the final standings.

Meanwhile a tyre popping off the bead 
thwarted Sam Beckett. He only displayed his 
true potential in the first half of the session. 
Thus, he would line up a little further down the 
order than he expected – sixth on the grid for 
race 1. He was another who thought he could 
have been on pole had things gone his way.

Between these two drivers who were wondering 
what might have been, Chris Grimes was the 
fastest Tensport Performance driver in third 
while Matt Pimlott was happy in fourth on 
his racing debut at Cadwell Park although he 
had recently taken part in a track day at the 
Lincolnshire venue. Qualifying was a learning 
curve for Pimlott during which he realised his 
set up was too stiff costing him time. Fifth 
was Mark Blunt who had been wrestling with 
understeer due to only putting on new tyres at 
the rear rather than all round. Another piece 
of knowledge to add to his ever-growing data 
bank.

Chris Chisnall had not raced at Cadwell for 15 
years so ahead of the meeting he took part in 
the same track day as Matt Pimlott which he 
found really useful for re-learning the circuit. 
During qualifying, he struggled in the braking 
areas due to a problem with the ABS system 
and was seventh fastest.

GAME OF TWO HALVESGAME OF TWO HALVES

Michael Blackburn took pole having split the Michael Blackburn took pole having split the 
20 minute qualifying session into two halves20 minute qualifying session into two halves
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Like many drivers, the venue found favour with Alec 
Townley. He was pleased with eighth in the final 
classification – reporting that reducing his lap time by 
a second to put him amongst the front runners was 
eluding him.

At the bottom of the Top Ten were a couple of drivers 
who hadn’t raced with us for a while in the shape of 
Colin Upton and Paul Dobson.

Aside from Robinson, there was one other driver 
competing in a Class A XR2. He was Alex Causer but 
unfortunately the engine that he rebuilt during the 
week before the meeting brought him to a halt before 
he had completed a lap of qualifying when the sump 
gasket split. He found himself racing against the clock 
in the paddock rather than out on the tarmac as he and 
his crew only had an hour to make repairs before he 
went out behind a course car during Saturday’s lunch 
break to complete the mandatory 3 laps to enable him 
to take part in the races.

Oliver Hunt ran as a guest in his Oliver Hunt ran as a guest in his 
National-spec Fiesta ST150National-spec Fiesta ST150
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A split sump gasket meant A split sump gasket meant 
Alex Causer was unable to Alex Causer was unable to 
complete a lap in qualifyingcomplete a lap in qualifying
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RACE 1RACE 1

At the start of this 20 minute encounter, the lightness 
of Simon Robinson’s XR2 allowed him to nose ahead in 
the first few meters away from the front row of the grid 
but the power of Michael Blackburn’s ST150 enabled 
him to take the lead into Coppice.

Just behind, Matt Pimlott who had started from fourth 
on the grid drove round the outside of Chris Grimes 
to take third with Chris Chisnall also moving ahead of 
Grimes before Charlies was reached.

Pimlott had the most pace in these early stages as he 
zapped by Robinson down the Park Straight before 
latching on to the back of the leader Blackburn who 
later admitted to making a number of small mistakes in 
this early phase of the contest.

The end of the lap at Cadwell Park is very tight and 
twisty. Through this section, Robinson was able to put 
the nimbleness of his XR2 to good use and he made 
up some of the ground he lost on the straights. He was 
right with Pimlott at the end of the opening lap as the 
three leaders crossed the line as one.

On lap 2, Blackburn and Pimlott left Robinson behind 
once more on the long straights leaving him to fend off 
Chisnall, Grimes, Sam Beckett and Mark Blunt.

Further round the 2.2 mile layout, as Blackburn bounced 
his way over the kerbs at Hall Bends, his foot got 
caught under the brake pedal. It then became jammed 
between that and the throttle so that he couldn’t slow 
down for The Hairpin. Once he got free, he braked as 

hard as he could while keeping the car in a straight line 
so that he didn’t lose control. He managed to scrub off 
enough speed to make the turn just before he reached 
the grass which surely would have taken him into the 
tyre wall.

While Blackburn was untangling his foot, Pimlott 
got through and was into the lead in a flash. Then as 
Blackburn got back up to speed, Robinson closed in 
rapidly but couldn’t quite take second place at Barn 
Corner.

Lap 3 saw Beckett neatly outbrake his team leader 
Grimes at the end of the Park Straight to move into 
fifth. A few corners later and Blunt had pushed Grimes 
down to seventh.

Meanwhile, in eighth, Paul Dobson was leading a tight 
midfield battle and had Alec Townley, Gareth Pilling 
and Colin Upton on his back bumper.

Over the next few laps, the first 3 broke away as 
Chisnall defended fourth from the trio of cars behind 
him. Despite replacing a number of sensors, Chisnall’s 
ABS problem from qualifying was still proving to be a 
hinderance.

The scare when Blackburn got his foot caught under 
the brake pedal made him cautious approaching 
The Hairpin for a few laps and Robinson was able to 
move ahead of him and annex second just before half 
distance. The XR2 was now the fastest car on the track 
and quickly closed in on the leader, Pimlott.

MATT’S MAIDEN WINMATT’S MAIDEN WIN

Matt Pimlott took victory after a fabulous Matt Pimlott took victory after a fabulous 
battle with Simon Robinson and Michael battle with Simon Robinson and Michael 
BlackburnBlackburn
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All now changed in the battle for fourth. Beckett was 
holding the place having moved ahead of Chisnall but as 
he attempted to reel-in the leaders he carried too much 
speed into the Gooseneck and lost his rear end. By the 
time he returned to the tarmac following a trip across the 
grass, one of his tyres had become detached from the 
bead – just like in qualifying.

Despite Beckett’s exit, Chisnall remained in fifth at the end 
of the lap – where he would finish having held off Grimes 
– as Blunt had overtaken him. Clear of traffic, Blunt really 
got into his stride. His car felt “mega” and he began to 
close on the 3 leaders although they were too far ahead 
for him to catch before the finish.

Exiting Barn, Robinson drew alongside Pimlott and briefly 
nosed ahead but didn’t have the horses under his bonnet 
to make the move stick down the start/finish straight. This 
wheel to wheel action allowed Blackburn to regain the 
few lengths he had lost and he was able to pass Robinson 
down Park Straight… but he wasn’t there for long as a 
good exit from Mansfield allowed Robinson to regain the 
position at The Mountain.

On the last lap, Blackburn was back up to second and 
made a do-or-die effort to take the lead from Pimlott at 
Mansfield. He dived down his inside but ran wide on the 
exit. Pimlott judging the cut back to perfection – leaving 
a slither of white paint on Blackburn’s rear bumper – as he 
moved back ahead to take his maiden win on his debut 
at Cadwell Park. The overall podium places were covered 
by little more the 3 tenths of a second. Robinson set the 
fastest lap in what he said was the best race he has ever 
had!

Gareth Pilling fitted new tyres for this contest and had 
what he described as an “awesome” battle with Paul 
Dobson over what would have been seventh at the finish. 
He was constantly looking for a gap to poke his nose into 
until a tyre parted company at the Gooseneck forcing 
him into retirement with a trio of laps remaining. Dobson 
only last one more circuit before he lost his near side rear 
wheel. Their demise meant seventh went to Alec Townley 
who had to work his way back up the order after making 
a poor start.

At the flag, Colin Upton was just over a second behind 
Townley. Due to work commitments, Upton would be 
absent from Sunday’s races.

Completing the Top Ten were Tony Mumford, who was 
making a welcome return, and Alex Causer. The latter’s 
XR2 was not handling the way he wished, “dead” is how 
he described it, as he had not had time to set his car up 
for Cadwell Park.

Oliver Hunt was next home in the National-spec car 
ahead of Chris Rowlands and Ron Loffstadt who were 
our final finishers. Rowlands was using a borrowed car 
and had been happy with his qualifying performance. 
He really enjoyed this race especially in the early stages 
when he was battling with Hunt and Aiden Vickers. 
Eventually, Hunt pulled away while Vickers lost control at 
the Gooseneck on the penultimate lap ripping a tyre from 
the bead in the process.

Sam Beckett spun off shortly after Sam Beckett spun off shortly after 
moving into fourth placemoving into fourth place
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RACE 2RACE 2

Michael Blackburn got a great start in the first race on 
Sunday to lead Matt Pimlott into Coppice where Chris 
Grimes was trying to take third from Simon Robinson’s 
XR2.

Third and fourth rounded the first corner side by side 
and were still battling at Charlies but here Grimes got 
hung out to dry on the outside. Not only did Robinson 
move ahead but Mark Blunt pushed him down to fifth.

Robinson spent much of the first lap defending third 
from Blunt which allowed Blackburn and Pimlott to 
break away. 

During the first 5 minutes, Blackburn drove really well, 
making no mistakes, so that he was able to pull out a 
few lengths over his pursuer.

The gap stabilised until the closing stages when Pimlott 

began to gain on Blackburn. The leader could see him 
coming but chose not to speed up for fear of using up 
his tyres.

Exiting The Hairpin at the end of the penultimate lap 
Pimlott drew alongside the leader but had to yield 
when Blackburn took the racing line. All through the 
final lap, Pimlott was looking for a way by forcing 
Blackburn to defend which allowed Robinson to close 
in. However, Blackburn managed things perfectly to 
keep ahead while protecting his tyres. There were no 
changes of order as, once again, the first 3 blasted past 
the chequered flag in the blink of an eye.

After his first race retirement, Beckett had an exciting 
start from the back of the grid. He was on the grass on 
the run down to the first corner.

On the third lap, Beckett passed eighth placed Townley 

into Coppice. The XR2 of Alex Causer was closely 
following him up the order, the Class A car had more 
speed in this encounter thanks to set up changes by 
Causer and his team overnight.

On the following lap, Townley was demoted by Causer 
at Park Corner where Beckett overtook Ollie Hunt 
next time through. Once Beckett cleared the midfield 
gaggle, he had a 7 secs gap to Grimes who couldn’t 
quite catch fourth placed Blunt despite, on occasion, 
using some of the grass on the exit of Barn Corner. 
Blunt in turn was tantalisingly close to third placed 
Robinson without being able to challenge for position. 
He had to be content with his second fourth place of 
the weekend.

A trio of Tensport Performance cars finished fifth, 
sixth and seventh – Grimes, Beckett and Chris Chisnall. 

Causer had split the latter pair but, approaching the 
flag, a loose left front wheel forced him to pull into the 
pits.

Alec Townley had a better start this time and found 
himself in the thick of the battle for eighth with Tony 
Mumford and Oliver Hunt. He was holding the place 
at the start of the final lap but outbraked himself at 
The Hairpin which allowed Mumford to carry more 
momentum and pip him at the line.

After their issues in race 1, Paul Dobson and Gareth 
Pilling started at the back. They gained a few places and 
had some fun before finishing eleventh and twelfth.

Chris Rowlands held off Pilling for a number of laps but 
had to yield eventually. At only his second ever race 
meeting, Aiden Vickers finished fourteenth ahead of 
Ron Loffstadt.

THE BLACKBURN THE BLACKBURN 
MASTERCLASSMASTERCLASS

Michael Blackburn put on a Michael Blackburn put on a 
masterclass of high speed masterclass of high speed 
driving and tyre preservationdriving and tyre preservation
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Throughout the weekend, Simon Throughout the weekend, Simon 
Robinson lapped as fast as the Robinson lapped as fast as the 
ST150 leaders in his XR2ST150 leaders in his XR2
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RACE 3RACE 3

This was a race that was debated long after it ended…!

When the red lights went out, the second row of Matt 
Pimlott and Chris Grimes got amazing starts. Pimlott 
darted around Simon Robinson to establish a healthy 
lead well before Coppice but Grimes couldn’t find a 
way around Michael Blackburn who missed the change 
into second gear. Grimes had two wheels on the grass 
at one point while Sam Beckett followed in Pimlott’s 
wheel-tracks to take second from sixth on the grid with 
poleman, Blackburn, filling his mirrors in third. 

Just behind, things got very congested. Chris Chisnall 
was another making a good getaway but, as Mark 
Blunt moved right trying to find space, Chisnall was 
edged onto the green stuff. Meanwhile, Alec Townley 

was rotated left and sent into the barriers. Our guest 
driver, Ollie Hunt, was also caught up in the chaos.

Everyone continued but when Townley had a slide at 
the Gooseneck, he decided it was unwise to carry on 
when he was unsure how badly damaged his car was 
and retired. Fortunately, on closer inspection, his Fiesta 
was in better shape than he feared. While frustratingly 
for Chisnall, he had finally fixed the ABS problem that 
had plagued him all weekend but the incident left him 
well down the order.

While everyone was taking avoiding action on the 
approach to the first corner, Paul Dobson was able 
to pick his way through and emerged down the Park 
Straight in fifth place behind Robinson. Dobson tried in 

vain to pass the fourth placed driver round the outside 
at Chris Curve as Grimes and Mark Blunt closed in to 
make this a 4-way fight.

Another who made progress as the mayhem unfolded 
was Aiden Vickers. He ran eighth at the end of the 
opening lap with Gareth Pilling on his back bumper 
while in tenth, Tony Mumford was keeping a recovering 
Chisnall at bay with Alex Causer harrying them in his 
little XR2. The latter would soon be ahead of both.

The other Class A driver, Robinson, was reeling in the 
trio of leaders having broken away from Dobson, who 
was focussing on keeping Grimes behind him.

Further back, at the end of the second lap Pilling took 
eighth from Vickers at The Hairpin.

The contact with Chisnall at the start had put Blunt 
briefly off his stride – cars streamed past as he struggled 
to find a gear. Down the Park Straight he was a fairly 
distant seventh but his ST150 was handling superbly 
and he was soon closing the gap.

On lap 2, Grimes had a brief look down the inside 
of Dobson at Charlies which cost him momentum 
down the Park Straight enabling Blunt to move up to 
sixth… and he was soon on the back of Dobson who 
he demoted on the next circuit down the hill into 
Mansfield.

Dobson lost another place when Grimes found excellent 
traction coming out of Barn Corner which allowed him 
to win a drag race down the start/finish straight and 

CRUNCH MOMENTCRUNCH MOMENT

In a key moment of the race, Sam Beckett (96) In a key moment of the race, Sam Beckett (96) 
is turned side ways across the nose of Michael is turned side ways across the nose of Michael 
Blackburn (55) as Matt Pimlott (24) speeds byBlackburn (55) as Matt Pimlott (24) speeds by
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move into fifth well before Coppice.

The defining moment of the encounter occurred at 
Park Corner on lap 4. Sam Beckett dived down the 
inside of Pimlott into the lead. With Pimlott on a wide 
line and both drivers travelling more slowly than if 
they hadn’t impeded each other, Blackburn dived into 
the gap at the apex but then tagged Beckett on the 
exit of the corner. Both ended up on the grass with 
Blackburn breaking his nearside front suspension.

Robinson seized the moment. On the short run to 
Chris Curve he put 2 wheels off the track to pass the 
delayed Pimlott and take the lead while Blunt moved 
into third as Becket was getting back up to speed.

As the 15 minutes clicked down to zero, Pimlott gained 
on Robinson and on the last lap the extra power of 
the newer ST150 enabled him to close rapidly down 
the Park Straight at the end of which Robinson took 
a defensive line. Despite their best intentions, contact 
between the pair occurred and Robinson was sent 
flying off to the right where he had a high speed trip 
across the infield. He kept his foot down and re-joined 
at the entrance of Chris Curve just in front of Blunt 
who had to brake in avoidance allowing Beckett to 
pass him for what was now second behind Pimlott.

There was much debate between drivers and officials 
with regards to the Pimlott/Robinson incident. At 
7:07 pm on the evening of the race a set of results 
were issued which showed Matt Pimlott taking the 
win from Sam Beckett who was delighted to finish on 
the podium with a car carrying significant damage 
following the contact with Blackburn. Robinson 
completed the podium in third having dived down the 
inside of Blunt at The Hairpin. Blunt therefore finished 
fourth in all 3 races!

Blackburn was also disqualified. However, with more 
than one driver not at the circuit when the bulletin was 
issued, this may not be the final version of the results.

Chris Grimes took fifth while, from the back of the 
grid, Causer emerged from the final corner side by 
side with Dobson and claimed sixth by just 0.138 secs.

Vickers, Chisnall, Gareth Pilling and Tony Mumford had 
a huge battle for eighth. With just under 5 minutes 
remaining, Vickers ran wide exiting Charlies allowing 
Chisnall to get the run on him and pass at the end 
of the Park Straight with Mumford following him 
through at Chris Curve. Pilling got ahead of Mumford 
and survived contact at The Mountain on the last lap 
to take ninth as Vickers ended up coming home in 
twelfth.

Oliver Hunt completed another test race in eleventh 
ahead of Vickers.

It had been a dramatic race and even at the back of the 
field Ron Loffstadt and Chris Rowlands were enjoying 
a fabulous battle with the former coming out on top 
by a whisker.

The racing was close throughout The racing was close throughout 
the field. Here Tony Mumford the field. Here Tony Mumford 
leads a gaggle of cars leads a gaggle of cars 
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This report was produced by

www.gramtext.co.uk

Thanks to all the drivers who told their 
stories to enable the compilation of this 

report
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